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Our members and guests enjoying the Seniors Afternoon 

Tea held recently.  See page 3 for more—Editor 

Photos by Rosalie Arnold & Jim Carr 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK: 

At the forefront of my 
mind is the joy of 
members gathering 
at our Seniors Week 
Afternoon Tea and 
enjoying the festivi-
ties with just over 
100 people. The 
Committee received 
a lot of positive feed-
back; this is largely 
due to so many vol-
unteers who helped 
in all aspects – set-

ting up, catering, hospitality, entertainment, art 
works, photos, door prizes, greeting guests, clean-
ing up etc, etc. And of course, thank you to Lorraine 
for placing an article in the local paper. To all who 
helped a very big thank you! 
 
I would like to make a special mention of Ian Cham-
pion as our volunteer maintenance man. Ian was at 
the hall in the morning setting up 17 tables and 120 
chairs, a herculean effort. I am sure Ian would ap-
preciate some extra helpers, particularly on these 
special occasions. If anyone is able to help, please 
speak with Ian or the Office to find out more. 
 
As the year draws to an end, there is still a lot hap-
pening. In the past few months, the Committee has 
been busy working towards our objectives. To this 
end, some U3A advertising will be heard on the ra-
dio during December and January to attract new 
members, and entice some former members back. 
 
U3A SP also continues to work with Council on im-
proved accommodation. In August, several mem 

bers met with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor, inform-
ing them of our courses, numbers and current ven-
ues, and clearly stating our concerns around sever-
al issues, in particular accommodation.  
 
While the Committee would love to have our ‘own’ 
building to conduct courses, the Council have made 
it clear its focus is on developing multi-purpose, 
flexible facilities rather than single purpose build-
ings. The Committee is also in dialogue with Coun-
cil about the on-again off-again Dromana Communi-
ty Hub. As you may have read with your rates no-
tice, Council have allocated funds to ‘undertake a 
business case for the development of a proposed 
Dromana Community Hub’. We will continue all 
these discussions in the best interest of our mem-
bers. 
 
In October, Toni Waser, Tiz Gava and I attended 
the Victorian U3A Network State Conference in 
Bendigo. The focus was on forward planning for the 
Network, with many of the concepts and strategies 
being transferable to local U3As. It was also a won-
derful opportunity to network, sharing common is-
sues and achievements.  
 
So, thank you to everyone who has been a part of 
U3A SP over the past 12 months, participating in 
whatever way you can commit. I wish you all a safe 
and happy Christmas time and a happy and healthy 
New Year, and look forward to meeting again in 
2023. 
 
Pat McConvill 
President 
president@u3asouthpen.org.au 

Live   Learn   enjoy 
 

U3ASP is grateful for the  

Funding support provided by: 

 Here is a pic of Happy Yogis enjoying a social coffee catch up after our 
Yoga class!  Photo provided by Annie Benfield, Tutor 
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                                                    Seniors Week Afternoon Tea 
 

 
What a delight it was to gather together as U3A to celebrate Seniors Week with our friends! After a 2-year 
hiatus, there were just over 100 guests for Afternoon Tea, including Chris Brayne MP for Nepean and Cr 
Antonella Celi for Seawinds Ward.  
 
The Dromana Community Hall was filled with chatter, laughter and some great entertainment. A big thank 
you to the Scottish Country Dancing Troupe who displayed their talents and the Singing for Fun group who 
engaged the entire room with a Judith Durham tribute singalong. 
 
The Hall was beautifully set up, looking every bit the place for a special event. It was also adorned with 
some wonderful art works created by U3A members in their Art class.  
 
Of course, it wouldn’t be afternoon tea without the delicious food and drinks. Thank you to Teena Daley 
and the catering team for their excellent cuisine and service to the people. 
 
Thank you to everyone who was involved in the event. A great time was had by all! 
 
Pat McConvill 
President 

U3A SP is grateful to the following businesses for their sponsorship                                                      

of the Seniors Afternoon Tea: 

 

Photos by Rosalie Arnold 
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COURSE COORDINATOR’S REPORT 
 

The U3A song was a hit 
at the Seniors After-
noon Tea. Everyone 
joined in the singing. 
Members, friends and 
our local MP, Chris 
Brayne had a few 
laughs at the lyrics 
which really tell the sto-
ry of U3A. We thought 
the singing sounded 
great and if you missed 
the afternoon tea (and 

the great food) the U3A song, the Southern Penin-
sula version, with words and music is available for a 
singalong on YouTube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eV0rwqmpi78   
There's  another amusing U3A song on YouTube 
too!   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I7gwjctYd_4.  
  
JOIN THE U3A SOUTHERN PENINSULA FACE-
BOOK GROUP to get early notice of the latest 
U3ASP news and events and find all the new cours-
es earlier on Facebook! You can also see photos 
and stories about our U3A groups.  Joining Face-
book is possible simply on your phone, iPad or tab-
let. Download the app and get going or ask for help 
from the younger generation if you are not up with 
"apps"   
CLICK HERE TO VIEW U3A SOUTHERN PENIN-
SULA FACEBOOK GROUP 

  
As we head towards the end of 2022 at an amazing 
pace, from October to December the Course Coor-
dinators and UMAS volunteers are inputting all the 
updated courses which are continuing, as well as 
entering new courses to excite and interest you all.   
 
Please consider very soon if you have some skills to 
share or some interest that others might wish to 
learn because, without your help as volunteer tu-
tors, we can't pull new courses out of thin air!   
 
Several pre-COVID tutors have not participated this 
year and we hope you will return for an inspiring 
2023 at U3A Southern Peninsula.  
 
U3A uses the principles of self-help and self-
determination, drawing on resources available with-
in the membership which makes each U3A unique; 
however at times it can be difficult to entice a mem-
ber to hold a course or volunteer for another vital 
position.  Volunteering is such a wonderful thing to 
do and we hope you will put your hand up to volun-
teer or encourage others to volunteer. Volunteering 
allows us to connect with the community and helps 
with self-esteem and confidence. It is an experience 
you won’t regret. 
 
Rosalie and Martie 
Course Coordinating Team                             
courses@u3asouthpen.org.au 

Image: clipart-library.com 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eV0rwqmpi78
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I7gwjctYd_4
https://u3asouthpen.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3a9ded6229b32c1d3667b05cb&id=e21dcaf354&e=c93af0c186
https://u3asouthpen.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3a9ded6229b32c1d3667b05cb&id=e21dcaf354&e=c93af0c186
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COURSE NEWS: 

PEDAL PENINSULA CYCLING GROUP 

In early October, 7 members and 2 partners had a 
great ride around the Bellarine and Surf Coast, 
staying at Geelong and Torquay.  We carried panni-
ers, with a welcome back up car for excess lug-
gage. Over 3 days we covered 130km, past farms, 
suburbia and beautiful coastline.  
 
Of course, there were head winds and tail winds, 
ups and downs, but we all had fun, with some hardy 
souls braving the ocean, for a paddle at least.  
 
Thankfully the rain held off until we returned home.  
 
Kay Champion 
 
 
RECIPE CLUB - Lunch at the Atrium 

 
There was much excited 
chatter when the Recipe 
Club ladies met for lunch at 
the Atrium, Sorrento, on Fri-
day 26th August. Important 
decisions had to be made 
regarding the menu choices, 
and would there be room for 
dessert?  Of course, there 
was! The food was deli-
cious, with a wide variety of 
options to choose from. 
 

Recipe Club started during Covid lockdown, and 
provided a chance for us all to communicate, via 

Zoom when necessary, and later in person. Many 
delicious recipes and foodie tips have been shared. 
Members submit a recipe, from a chosen topic or 
cuisine, try each other’s recipes with any adapta-
tions for taste or dietary requirements, then report at 
the monthly get together.  
 
Once Covid re-
strictions were lifted 
we enjoyed meeting 
in each other’s 
homes, sharing a pot 
of tea or coffee and 
something tasty, both 
savoury and sweet. 
There was no obliga-
tion to try any recipe, 
and we all selected whatever suited our taste, budg-
et, and diets. I now have a bulging folder of new 
recipes, some still to be tried, and dinner is no long-
er quite so boring!  
 
The camaraderie and friendship within this group 
has been as enjoyable as the recipes provided. 
 
Sally Rule 

This is lamb in pastry—yum! 

A delicious dessert! 

Photo by Kay Champion 

Our members enjoying the delightful ambience of 

The Atrium.  Photos by Sue Dixon. 
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INTRODUCTION TO PETANQUE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
U3A are currently running a short course to intro-
duce members to the game of Petanque at the Main 
Ridge Bowls and Petanque Club. The course runs 
over 6 weeks and introduces participants to the fac-
ets of the game. We hope to run a further course in 
February next year so if you missed out this time, 
look out for the opportunity in 2023. 
 
Sue Brown, Leader 
 
 
DIY WOMEN’S WOODWORKING INTRO 
 
When I saw this new course was available, I thought 
– what a great idea!  I had always wanted to do 
woodworking, but when I was at school it was Home 
Economics and Sewing for the girls and too bad if 
you (like me) wanted to do woodworking! 
 
So, I joined the course and had a great time ham-
mering and sawing.  Our teacher Naomi was terrific, 
and very thorough.  She explained how to use all 
sorts of tools and was also very careful that we were 
safe.  Naomi is a retired Secondary School teacher 
with around 30 years of experience in all sorts of 
crafts including, of course, woodworking.  We all 
appreciated her knowledge and experience. 
 
For our first class we put together a plant stand kit 
which gave us a bit of practice at nailing and screw-

ing things together.  Over the next 3 weeks we went 
on to make a plant trivet, which taught us how to 
measure, design and construct from start to finish.  
Of course, each session also included valuable in-
formation on working with wood. 

 
 
 
 

This 4-week course was a great introduction to 
woodworking, very informative and enjoyable.  I 
learnt the names and how to use many different 
types of tools, and also the different types of timbers 
and their applications. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you, Naomi, and Rosebud Mens Shed for the 
experience. 
 
Sue Dixon 
Class member 

Photo provided by Sue Brown 

Tradeslady hard at work! 

Our class members showing off their handi-

work. Photos by Naomi Grant 



Issue 184, November 2022 

Peninsula Life 

Page 7 

BOLIVIA CARD GROUP 
 
Our Bolivia group really enjoys meeting 
every Wednesday. We are always looking 
for new members, however they must be 
card players. If you know the game Canas-
ta you will quickly learn Bolivia which is an 
extended version. Many different strate-
gies are used by experienced players.  
 
If you enjoy a challenge why not join? 
 
Lorraine Dodd 
 
 
 Photo provided by Lorraine Dodd. 

 
THIS ISSUE’S FEATURED MEMBER: 
TONI WASER 

 
I was born in a tiny village 
in the Aspremonte Moun-
tains in Southern Italy, 
and came to Australia 
with my parents as a two-
year-old in the great mi-
gration wave that swept 
across post-war Europe 
in the 1950’s. 
 
Our early years in this 
country were spent in 
Flemington, then Rich-
mond. These were sub-

urbs where large communities of Italian and Greek 
migrants became established in those early years.  
It’s no surprise that people who had come so far to 
start a better life for their families were drawn to 
others who had shared their experiences, spoke 
their language and understood the challenges they 
faced so far from their country of origin.  Not so dif-
ferent from the migrant experience today. 
 
As the eldest daughter of immigrant parents, I grew 
up caught in the cross-cultural divide that is so 
much talked about and examined today, but was 
not so well understood or spoken about back then. 
I fought against it every step of the way, yearning 
to be more “Australian”, more like my friends, and 
less restricted by the rules imposed by my tradi-
tional Italian parents.  As a girl, my education was 

one such battle.  I fought hard on this one, and alt-
hough I spoke not a word of English when I started 
school at four and a half, I remain the only one of 
my extended family to complete a tertiary qualifica-
tion. 
 
My primary and early secondary school years were 
at St John’s Catholic School in Victoria Parade 
East Melbourne, after which I went on to complete 
my secondary schooling at The Academy of Mary 
Immaculate in Nicholson Street, Fitzroy.   
 
My results were always good, but not good enough 
to consider a university place which was not en-
couraged for good Catholic girls in those days – 
not unless you 
were at the very 
top of the class.  
Nursing, teach-
ing or the public 
service were the 
professions con-
sidered suitable, 
and the ones we 
were actively 
directed towards 
by the good sis-
ters who were in 
charge.  My re-
sults were good 
enough to get 
me a scholarship 
to Christ College 
Chadstone, one 
of the two dedi-

Toni in Florence, 1979. 

Toni in Florence, 1979. 
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cated Catholic Teacher Training Colleges in Mel-
bourne in the 60s and 70s.  But teaching turned out 
not to be for me, and after fulfilling the required 3 
years of service under the terms of my scholarship, I 
went on to work in the public, private and not for 
profit sectors, including stints in organisations such 
as Peko Wallsend, Community Aid Abroad (now 
Oxfam) and CSIRO.  I ended my working life after 
17 years working in university governance and ad-
ministration at Monash University in Clayton. 
 
Back in 1978 I turned my back on a career in teach-
ing in favour of travelling and seeing the world.  I 
longed to go back to the country of my birth and to 
understand where I had come from.  My intention 
was to get to Europe and somehow meet and get 
swept off my feet by a French or Italian nobleman 
and live out my days in luxury in some exotic fara-
way location.  What an innocent, and unlikely, 
dream that feels like when I look back on it now! 
 
Needless to say, it didn’t quite work out the way I 
had imagined it!  Instead, I met an Aussie boy from 
the bush very early in my travels and we had some 

wonderful adventures camping and hitch-hiking our 
way across the continent, living and working for a 
while in London, Italy, Holland and even some time 
volunteering on a kibbutz in Israel.  We eventually 
returned to Australia and settled and started our 
family in Parkes, NSW - his hometown.  After our 
first child was born, we relocated to Melbourne to be 
near my family after a seven year absence and 
bought a house in Oakleigh where we lived for the 
next 30 odd years raising our two children. 
 
In 2018, with the kids well and truly off our hands, 
and with the end of our working days in sight, we 
decided it was time to start planning for the next 
phase in our lives.  We had dreamt of travelling 
around Australia and having the freedom to take off 
whenever we felt like it.  We had purchased a motor 

home in 2017, in preparation for this exciting new 
life, so we were ready.  We had also talked about 
leaving the hurly burly and worsening traffic of the 
city behind and having a tree or sea change some-
where within reasonable reach of our grandchildren 
so we could see them often.  
 
We sold our Oakleigh home at the end of 2018 and 
hunted for months for the perfect place to retire to.  
After many months, and some time spent 
“homeless” we found our dream home in McCrae. 
We moved here in mid-2019 and haven’t looked 
back!  Greg is happy in his man cave, keeping him-
self busy with lots of backyard projects and with his 
garden, but once the dust had settled from the 
move, I found I needed more mental stimulation – 
something to become involved in and a way to meet 

King’s Canyon, NT. 

Toni with husband Greg At King’s Canyon, NT 
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people.  And that’s how I found U3A SP!   
 
I had known of U3A for many years from a close 
friend and colleague who had become involved in 
tutoring after she retired.  I always thought that 
when I retired I would like to get involved too.  I 

looked forward to re-igniting my interests in paint-
ing and drawing, and perhaps find some new inter-
ests.  As it turned out, just as I enrolled in my first 
Art class, the position of Secretary was about to 
become vacant, and I was asked whether I would 
be interested in taking it on.  And so here I am! 
 
Joining U3A has been a wonderful opportunity for 
me, and I consider it a privilege to be able to con-
tribute to the success of U3A Southern Peninsula.  
I have made some very good friends, and it has 
been the perfect vehicle for me to establish myself 
in a new community and get to know some local 
people.    
 
Who knew that there was so much to get involved 
in, and so many new friends to make, at this stage 
in my life!!  But that’s the beauty of getting in-
volved, isn’t it? 
 
Toni Waser 

A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your newsletter is published quarterly in February, 

May, August and November. 

Contributions to the Newsletter may be emailed to 

the Editor, newsletter@u3asouthpen.org.au.  Sub-

missions close on the 15th of the month prior to 

each publication. 

U3ASP EDITOR 

Sue Dixon 

 

 

CONTACT: 

Old Shire Offices: 359a Point Nepean Rd    

Dromana 3936 

PO Box 396 Dromana 3936 

Office Hours: 9am—12pm Tues & Thurs 

Ph: (03) 5981 8777 

Email: office@u3asouthpen.org.au 

Phone & email only monitored during office hours 

Member Inquiries: 

members@u3asouthpen.org.au 

Website: www.u3asouthpen.org.au 

Disclaimer: 

From time to time your Committee gives space in 

this Newsletter to community events or notices 

which it believes, in good faith, to be worthy of be-

ing brought to the attention of U3A members. 


