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Peninsula Life 

Merry Christmas and a  

Happy New Year to all our meMbers 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK: 

What a great joy it is to 
be able to embrace our 
families and friends after 
our lockdown!  
 
At U3A Southern Penin-
sula, November marks 
the continuation of our 
groups and gives us the 
opportunity to look for-
ward to 2022. Most im-
portant of all it gives us 

time to look around and appreciate our family and 
friends and rejoice in life. 
 
Although we are returning to normal there are still 
matters to be looked at so that we can happily en-
gage in our activities and not have to wonder “Can 
we do that??”  You have all been advised as to the 
status of our face-to-face classes and know that 
zoom classes of course can continue. By this time, 
you will either be a devotee of ZOOM and/ or look-

ing forward to those chats and cups of tea and cof-
fee with friends. 
 
Our office will reopen on 9th November and please 
feel very welcome to drop in and chat with our of-
fice staff. We have prepared adequately so that we 
abide by all the Covid “rules”. 
  
Throughout the pandemic (the beginning of which I 
became President!) I have been so impressed with 
everyone’s commitment to preserve our camarade-
rie, friendship and goodwill throughout our groups. 
It has been challenging but certainly worthwhile.  
Our motto “Live, Learn, Enjoy” lives on and I guess 
we can add “Care, Love and Embrace Life!” 
 
I trust, like you, we can look forward to next year 
with renewed vigour and participate in our familiar 
and hopefully some new courses. Thank you once 
again for all your support throughout the year. 
 
Margaret Green 
President 
president@u3asouthpen.org.au 

Bev Heeney is a member of our Monday art group and also runs the Trompe l’oeil Class. She has 
been distributing her hand painted cards to friends so they could send them on and let others know 

they are being thought of. They have been very much appreciated in these trying times. 
Submitted by Teena Daley 
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Cyber Security Guidelines 

 

 

 

There are simple steps you can take in order to bet-
ter secure your online information, namely:  

• Never click on a link in an email or advertising 
from an organisation requesting that you pro-
vide them with personal information. 

• Scrutinise the URL (internet address) behind 
the link. Often in phishing attempts, if you hov-
er the cursor over the link, it has nothing to do 
with the actual company represented.  

• Use a strong and current anti-virus software. 
Keep the software up-to-date.This software 
works to block viruses from entering your sys-
tem and is the single most important step you 
can take. 

• Keep your operating system up-to-date with 
the latest security patches.These patches are 
designed to block-off vulnerabilities in your 
system and are often generated in reaction to 
actual frauds and security breaches. 

• Change your passwords often. Even if your 
financial institution doesn’t require it, it is a 
good practice to change your passwords at 
least every six months.  

• Don’t use the same ID and PIN/Password for 
every online account you have. 

• Never disclose or share your login credentials 
with other people or organisations.  

• Do not store your ID and Password information 
where others could gain access to it. It is best 
not to write the information down next to your 
computer either. 

• Take advantage of security tokens or Multi 
Factor Authentication, which provides a 
unique, one-time-use password, each time you 
access your account. 

• Set up additional password requirements, or 
activate any SMS and/or email alerts on your 
accounts which provide balance alerts and no-
tify you when withdrawals are made from your 
account. 

• Be extra conscious when accessing infor-
mation via a public wireless network.  Access-
ing sensitive information (or any website) over 
a non-secure network simply leaves the door 
open for fraudsters.  

It’s true that there is no such thing as a foolproof 
system, particularly with new scams and viruses be-
ing developed every day. However, maintaining a 
healthy vigilance about your personal information 
means you can do business online with greater 
peace of mind. 

For more information about online frauds, check out 
the Australian Competition and Consumer Commis-
sion’s excellent website ‘Scamwatch’ (https://
www.scamwatch.gov.au) , or visit the website of the 
Australian Cyber Security Centre (https://
www.cyber.gov.au) 
 

Howard Sachs 
Data Security & Privacy Officer. 

Image: favpng.com 

 

U3ASP is grateful for the  

Funding support provided 
by: 

 

 

A beautiful outback Aus-

tralian sunset, taken by 

our travelling Secretary, 

Toni Waser. 

http://www.scamwatch.gov.au/
http://www.scamwatch.gov.au/
https://www.cyber.gov.au)%0d
https://www.cyber.gov.au)%0d
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COURSE COORDINATOR’S REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hooray, at last the end to our long lockdown - time to 
catch up with family, friends, fun and coffee dates. 
 
Most of our outdoor activities have now returned. 
Face to face indoor classes are currently deciding 
whether they wish to return with density limits and 
face masks, or wait until restrictions are lifted further.  
 
I hope everyone will be able to get together at least 
once to have a Christmas breakup before the end of 
2021. Though I don’t want to wish time away I hope 
2022 will be a great year.  
 
Congratulations to our Zoom Tutors, I know you are 
waiting to get off your computers, but you have all 
done an excellent job.  We are very proud of our 
U3A Zoom Tutors, it has meant that virtually we 
have never closed our doors.  

 
A big thank you to all our Tutors who have been on, 
off and on during lockdowns but have tenaciously 
carried on during Covid. 
 
We will be calling for 2022 courses shortly - if you 
have been pursuing a hobby or fine tuning a talent 
during lockdown and want to share it with others, we 
invite you to step forward as a Tutor in 2022.  If so, 
please contact Kath or me, we are always happy to 
meet for a coffee and chat. 
 
Volunteering is an excellent way to meet new peo-
ple, polish up some of your skills and certainly keep 
your brain ticking along. We are always calling out 
for volunteers so if you think you can help in any 
way, please put your hand up - you will never regret 
it!  Volunteers play a vital role and without our volun-
teers we would not exist - so don’t be shy, at the 
very least make an enquiry. The monetary value of 
our unpaid Tutors alone has been estimated to be 
close to $900,000.00 p.a.  Please step up and be 
part of our U3A Team! 
 
We anticipate courses for 2022 will be ready to view 
mid-December with enrolments mid-January in time 
to start February 2022. 
 
Wishing you all a great end to 2021 and looking for-
ward to a wonderful start to the U3A year in 2022. 
 
Rosalie Arnold 
Course Coordinator 
courses@u3asouthpen.org.au 

ROLLOVER OF COURSES – 2021/2022 
 
The uncertainty of access to venues and the easing of re-
strictions for Covid 19 caused the delay of the decision of 
the 2022 subscription. This is still being discussed by the 
committee.  
 
Similarly, the availability of our Office has been uncertain, 
and we wanted members to have access to face to face en-
rolment as well as online enrolment. This is also being de-
cided at the moment. As soon as these matters have 
reached a satisfactory resolution, all members will be ad-
vised.  
 
Margaret Green, 
President Image: clipart-library.com 
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COURSE NEWS 

REDUX CYCLING GROUP 

 

We had 36 participants for our cycling trip away to 
Myrtleford from 25 -28 April just prior to the COVID 
lockdown. 

The weather was perfect; the autumn colours on the 
trails were brilliant and everyone participated to 
make it a really enjoyable 3 days. 

The 1st day we rode to Bright for lunch at the Bright 
Brewery, the 2nd day we rode to Everton (a small 
town on the way to Wangaratta), the 3rd day, 13 of 
the group took a bus to Beechworth for a great ride 
down to Everton (10-15 km downhill roll through 
magnificent eucalypt forests).  

 

Phil Vertue 

Tutor/leader 

YES, BUT WHY? 

Yes but Why is a friendly little 
group which meets by Zoom 
twice a month. 

We look to the future with top-
ics such as the impact of music 
on modern society; what the 
future holds for a 4 day work 
week; and how will space ex-
ploration develop. 

Our members have a week or two to research topics, 
and are encouraged to put forward new topics for 
discussion.  We stay away from politics and religion! 

Although we keep our numbers to a manageable lev-
el for Zoom discussions, we currently have a vacan-
cy for someone with curiosity about the world we live 
in, to join us. 

Search course #21DIS004 on UMAS. 

Bob Thornhill, 

Tutor/Leader. 

 

POLITICS 101 
 
Our Politics 101 Zoom meetings are never boring for 
our group of political aficionados, in fact it's much 
more likely that we will run out of time, or we have to 
move on to another issue, before our two-hour week-
ly session finishes. 

In these interesting times, there is a myriad of politi-
cal and controversial news issues to get to the bot-
tom of and enthusiastically debate, whether it be at 
the state, national or international level. We love dis-
cussing what governments and oppositions have got 
right or wrong and we also enjoy delving into the eth-
ical and humanitarian issues surrounding political 
decision making. 
 

One of the best things about our group is that we 
share a variety of perspectives. Our members repre-
sent views from all sides of politics; left, right and 
centre which makes our sessions very lively and en-
gaging. Our valiant leader Bruce Saunders makes 
sure that everybody has a say and does his best to 
keep us under control and on topic. 
 
Our Zoom meetings are each Monday 10.30am to 
12.30pm. Face-to-face meetings at quiet cafes or 
private homes will take place sometimes now that 
Covid restrictions have been relaxed.  

 

Image:clipartsuggest.com 
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We currently have nine members in our group and we heartily welcome new faces, so if getting down to the 
nitty-gritty of politics and expressing your point of view appeals, please email Bruce for further information: 
bruce@scorpion.asn.au. 

Andrea Osborne, Class Member 

STEP RIGHT IN – YOU’RE VERY WELCOME 
 

So, what is this? It’s an invitation to join your committee!  
 
As you no doubt realise there is always something to be discussed or decided on the committee. The 
more voices we have will ensure the viability and success of decisions from a thriving and enthusias-
tic group of people who care about our Association.  
 
All members have a unique perspective, opinion or idea about how they see the future of U3A South-
ern Peninsula. You would be very welcome to join any of our meetings in the next few months before 
making any commitment to join the Committee.  We anticipate holding our AGM in March/ April.  
 
The dates of our next three meetings to be held at the Dromana Community Hall at 10 a.m. are: 
 
14th December 
18th January and  
15th February.  
 
If you would like to attend, please advise our secretary secretary@u3asouthpen.org.au or phone 
5981 8777 
 
Margaret Green 
President 

 Bruce Saunders, our group leader, rarely loses his cool, 

but this group really drove him to the brink! 

mailto:bruce@scorpion.asn.au
mailto:secretary@u3asouthpen.org.au
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OUR TRAVELLING MEMBERS—JIM DUNN 

Pictured above is our wonderful little van, in which 

we travelled 12000 km from Melbourne into 

Queensland, Northern Territory, South Australia and 

back home. 

The caravan is basically a queen size bed on 
wheels. It has a TV and is wired for 12 and 240 Volt, 
with a kitchen at the back. It is extremely comforta-
ble and warm .   

It all started just before our last lockdown. We had 
booked holidays at Fraser Island, The Whitsundays, 
the Sails resort at Uluru two years ago, that had all 
been suspended several times due to our lockdown. 

We decided in minutes to go when it seemed inevi-
table that Victoria was going into lockdown. We 
drove straight to Goondiwindi on the Qld border vir-
tually overnight with a brief sleep at a truck stop. 
The border pass we applied for was never required. 
On the way the air conditioning decided that it had 
enough, so we ended up spending a few days in 
Goondiwindi whilst it was repaired ($2,400). It 
rained the whole time. 

Our next stop was Toowoomba (still raining) on our 
way to Noosa Heads then Hervey Bay and Fraser 
Island. In Noosa Heads we shared accommodation 
with Louise Keesham (French Tutor) who was also 
heading north to meet up with us in Airlie Beach and 
our catamaran to sail The Whitsundays. 

Whilst in Noosa we went to a remarkable restaurant 
named “Spirit House” and a huge market in Eu-
mundi. Both places a must if visiting the area. We 
stayed mostly in caravan parks which varied in qual-
ity from fairly basic to very good. My favourite park 
was in Hervey Bay which was right on the beach 
where the residents would gather on the beach 
each night with a bottle of their favourite and watch 
the sun go down.   

It was now time to go to our long-awaited holiday on 
Fraser Island. The car and van were stored with a 
local business, and we caught a ferry across to the 
Island. 

We stayed at the Resort on the Island and enjoyed 

organised outings such as a day tour along the wide 
sandy beaches in a huge specially built bus and 
yes, we saw a dingo but he wasn’t bothered with us. 
We swam in a very cold freshwater lake (Lake 
McKenzie) and the best part of all was a whale 
watching expedition, where the whales seemed to 
enjoy it as much as we did!   

At this point the weather was definitely on the im-
prove as we headed further north towards our next 
destination, the Whitsundays, stopping at Agnes 
Water,1770 and Tannum Sands. 

We had chartered the catamaran some 2 years ear-
lier and now it was finally going to happen. With 2 
other couples we set off sailing around the Whitsun-
day Islands. Unfortunately for most of the trip we 
had strong southerly winds which reduced our sail-
ing options but had a great time anyway. 

We had been away now for some 6 weeks and still 
had a lot of kms ahead.  We continued north to-
wards Townsville then headed inland towards Mt 
Isa. We travelled through Charters Towers, Hugh-
enden, Winton and Cloncurry and visited numerous 
sites where many dinosaurs remains have been 
found and are being preserved for viewing. We also 
visited the museum which is dedicated to the Flying 
Doctor Service. 
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These were fairly long distances each day and the 
temperature was getting hotter, the soil was getting 
redder and vegetation becoming less and less. At Mt 
Isa an underground mine has been restored as a 
tourist attraction that is well worth a visit. 

We then headed towards Camooweal near the NT 
border. This was the only time we were asked for 
proof of permission to enter. This was probably the 
longest day for driving, 470 km to Tennant Creek, 
but we kept going on towards Alice Springs. 

We had friends living in Alice and though we had bad 
reports of crime we found it to be a very interesting 

place to visit and spent a few days there.  We took 
the opportunity to visit the aboriginal settlement set 
up by the Lutheran church in Hermannsburg and vis-
ited Albert Namatjira’s house. 

From Alice Springs we continued to Sails at Alice 
Springs Resort next to Uluru, our fourth attempt. The 
resort is about 10 km from the Rock. Pictures of the 
Rock do not give it justice, as it is an amazing sight. 
We hired some bikes and rode around the base of 
the Rock some 20kms. We had an amazing dinner in 
the desert and went to the “Field of Lights“, which is 
an art installation that lights up when the sun goes 
down. 

Our next stop was Coober Pedy which is a bit like 
visiting Mars with its landscape of miles and miles of 
barren earth dotted with mini volcanos, which are the 
result of the diggings. This area can be very hot and 
many of the residents have created homes under-
ground. Of course, we couldn’t leave without buying 
some opals. 

The rest of our trip was basically heading home visit-
ing Woomera, (a strange place) Port Augusta, Port 
Lincoln and Adelaide. By this time, we had had 
enough and although Melbourne was still in lock-
down, we just wanted to get home. 

Jim Dunn 

A couple more pics of our awesome country, thanks to Toni Waser.  
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THIS ISSUE’S FEATURED MEMBER: 
ROSALIE ARNOLD 

 
I was born Rosalie Ann Prater 
in Swan Hill hospital on 1st 
March 1953, a proud 3rd gen-
eration born Australian with 
my Grandfather William Prater 
coming out to Australia as a 
21year old in 1866 from Plym-
outh UK.  
 
Dad came from Berriwillock 
and Mum from Sea Lake in 
Victoria. Although from a 
country town Mum was defi-
nitely not a country girl but she 
married the catch of the Prater 
boys, and their marriage was a 

very happy one. We were not blessed with money, 
but my brother and I had great adventures and a 
wonderful upbringing. The only regret I have in life is 
that I lost Mum and Dad too early, I would have 
loved them to meet my grandchildren.   
 
We lived on a 79 sq km island called “Pental Island” 
just out of Swan Hill surrounded by the Murray & 
Little Murray Rivers and known for its floods and 
snake population. Dad was a sheep and wheat 
farmer and always called dairy farming a “mug’s 
game”. When my mother put her foot down after 
again more floods and taking me to school on the 
back of a tractor, we moved to Dandenong.  
 
Great, we had a brand-new house, no snakes, elec-
tricity, and I could walk to school! Dandenong was 
known as a market town, and I recall going to the 
cattle and horse sales with Dad and later on playing 
netball on the car park asphalt. When it rained the 
water would turn green from the cattle dung but gee 
we had fun! 
 
When I was a teenager, I worked at the local News-
agents in the morning, played netball, came home 
and made a dress to wear to “Impact” at the Dan-
denong Town Hall that night. When a little older and 
I was allowed to go into the city on the train at night 
the “Thumping Tum” was a preferred destination 
with bands like Billy Thorpe, Max Merritt, Wendy 
Saddington, Masters Apprentices and Chain. I loved 
that music and hearing it now takes me back to the 
day.  
 
When I was 16 my mother had what they called a 
“change of life” baby. Tracie was only 6 when I mar-
ried and left home so we didn’t really grow up to-
gether though we have a close relationship.  

 
I was very lucky to win a scholarship, and this 
helped me financially to get through to Year 6 HSC 
at Dandenong Girls High School. I would have loved 
to go on to Teachers’ College but financially it was 
not possible, so I applied for a job with the ANZ. I 
started as a new entrant in February 1971 and was 
still working for ANZ as I approached my 60th birth-
day. The friends I still have from those workdays are 
greatly cherished though the “girls” are now ap-
proaching 80 years old.  
 
I was fortunate to be appointed as one of the first 
female bank tellers and received a male wage. I had 
to carry my own coin and gun - how we didn’t shoot 
each other I don’t know, but I am still a good shot!  I 
was also given the opportunity to do lending (again, 
this was a male-dominated role) and I continued in 
this role and management until I retired. 

 
It was through 
the bank that I 
met my hus-
band who had 
just returned to 
work after 
spending 2 
years of Na-
tional Service 
in the Army. I 
didn’t like him 
at first, though 
a lot of the fe-
male staff were 
waiting anx-
iously for him 
to return to 
work! I remem-
ber the day he 

walked in, in a green suit, black suede boots and 
Elvis Presley slicked-back hair. We married in 1976 
and are proud parents of 2 daughters. Karlie is a 
chef who is married with 2 sons, Fletcher and Ley-
ton; and Alyese works in Child Protection, also mar-
ried with a son Harrison and daughter Mia.  
 
After 44 years of marriage and surviving numerous 
Covid lockdowns we are now looking forward to 
travelling again.  I got my first passport at 50 and 
since then have seen a lot of the world, from the first 
trip to London with my mother to visit my daughter 
Karlie. Bob and I have visited Singapore, the Pacific 
Islands, China, Hong Kong, Vietnam, New Zealand, 
Thailand, Spain, France, Portugal, Morrocco, Tur-
key, Russia and the Baltic countries. We also had a 
wonderful trip to America, the Grand Canyon and a 
Rhythm and Blues trip from Chicago to New Orleans 
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taking in St Louis, Nashville, Graceland, and Mem-
phis. We have also travelled a lot in Australia, with 
our 3rd adventure to Western Australia to the Coral 
Coast interrupted by COVID. 
 
Bob and I were both working when we moved to the 
Mornington Peninsula 15 years ago. I had always 
wanted to do Photoshop and Photography and join 
U3A so when I finally reduced my work week to 3 
days I joined a Photoshop class at U3A Mornington 
with Edmund Porte. He has passed away now but 
was a great mentor to me. After I did his class I of-
fered to be his assistant, and when his health dete-
riorated, he offered to be my assistant - but quite 
often he would fall asleep in the back of the class! I 
do owe a lot to Edmund for his patience and experi-
ence, and I am pleased U3A Mornington renamed 
the computer room after him.   
 
I was fortunate to join Bob Thornhill’s photography 
class, which I found a really rewarding and chal-
lenging experience. I then went on to become a 
Committee Member and eventually Course Coordi-
nator which has certainly given me something to do, 
thinking of new ways to rejuvenate and make U3A 
better. I could not envisage being without U3A and 
the friendships I have made, the opportunity to keep 

my brain active and giving me a thirst for knowledge 
that I can share with others. 
 
Writing a quick story about yourself certainly makes 
you appreciative of what you have done, seen and 
experienced and the many friends you have made. 
A saying that I have heard is that “you are lucky you 
have a nice home, some money that lets you travel 
and buy what you want”; but I do think it wasn’t luck, 
just hard work and good management. 
 
I thank my mother for teaching me how to sew 
which I have passed onto one of my daughters (the 
other can’t sew on a button!). I love getting out into 
the garden and have a passion for reading. From 
Dad, the most likeable person, I learnt how to relate 
and give love to others, to be calm, patient, caring, 
and giving. He loved family history and left me a 
suitcase of photos, his stamp and coin collection, as 
well as his many stories of his hard but enjoyable 
life in the Mallee. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read about me.  I 
hope I will see you around U3A soon. 
 
Rosalie Arnold. 

Grandson Fletcher and I having a happy moment . 
More than anything I am the proudest grandmother 

and cherish the joy my grandchildren bring me. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 

Your newsletter is published quarterly in February, 

May, August and November. 

Contributions to the Newsletter may be emailed to 

the Editor, newsletter@u3asouthpen.org.au.  Sub-

missions close on the 15th of the month prior to 

each publication. 

U3ASP EDITOR 

Sue Dixon 

 

 

CONTACT: 

Old Shire Offices: 359a Point Nepean Rd    

Dromana 3936 

PO Box 396 Dromana 3936 

Office Hours: 9.30am—1pm Tues & Thurs 

Ph: (03) 5981 8777 

Email: office@u3asouthpen.org.au 

Phone & email only monitored during office hours 

Member Inquiries: 

members@u3asouthpen.org.au 

Website: www.u3asouthpen.org.au 

Disclaimer: 

From time to time your Committee gives space in 

this Newsletter to community events or notices 

which it believes, in good faith, to be worthy of be-

ing brought to the attention of U3A members. 

Exciting News! 

Our Fundraising Partner Ritchies IGA, are launching their new Ritchies Card, incorporating the Com-

munity Benefit Program - this will not only benefit U3ASP, but also all our members. The program now 

has an App for both IOS and Android smart devices.  For those members who don’t have a smart 

phone, or would like a physical card, this option is also available and can be linked to the App. 

 
Every month, U3ASP will receive 0.5%* of our members’ spend in ALL Ritchies Stores PLUS our mem-

bers will receive special offers and member only specials via the App.  For more information, please go 

to: 

https://www.ritchies.com.au/ritchiescardterms 

 
Featuring monthly promotions, cheaper prices for you, Collect and Win, as well as games and lots 
more fun things to do, this is a great opportunity to support us.  
 
You can download the Apps by searching for Ritchies in the Apple App Store or Google Play. 

 
*T&C’s apply 

https://www.ritchies.com.au/ritchiescardterms

