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Peninsula Life 

 
FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK: 
 
Up, up and away! 

 
U3A Southern Peninsula 
is gradually returning to 
normal and there is quite 
a “buzz” around as mem-
bers return to their clas-
ses – Zoom and face to 
face. 
 
With cafes opening, many 
groups are getting their 
coffee fix at venues 

around the Peninsula and even hosting meetings 
as everyone renews acquaintances and welcomes 
new members. The Cycling groups have even gone  

 
a big step further by organising a trip to Myrtleford. 
Forty-five members have signed up and a “Mad 
Monday” presentation is planned – after a long day 
trek through the countryside – what stamina! 
 
I have been trying to visit a few groups to thank you 
for your support and it has been very rewarding to 
see everyone’s enthusiasm and energy in getting 
things going again. My latest effort was to visit Liz 
Gasparini’s Italian conversation class where mem-
bers’ enthusiasm and talent was clearly evident.  
 
Mount Martha Community House continues their 
support, and it is so pleasing to see the new craft 
classes starting up in their excellent setting!  Any-
one who attends classes there can attest to how 
pleasant it is to participate in activities. 
 

A beautiful wreath was laid at the Anzac Day Ceremony 

by Lorraine Fyall and Faye Maddaford, on behalf of U3A 

Southern Peninsula 

Image: 917the wave.com.au 
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Another pleasing aspect in our “return to normal” is 
how members recount how they have kept in touch 
throughout the “Restriction Time.”  It has proved to 
be no effort to resume activities as each member 
knows what’s happening! It really shows how our 
motto “Live, Learn and Enjoy” is working! 
 
Back at the Office it is all systems “Go” again. If you 
have the opportunity to drop in and say “Hello” you 
are most welcome. Our Office Manager Faye Mad-
daford and her friendly helpers are always ready to 
welcome you. (Mindful of Covid Restrictions of 
course!)  
 
Unfortunately, there is currently no “cuppa” to offer 
you. It has always been a dream of mine to have 
somewhere for our members to be able to drop in 
and relax with other members and enjoy a cuppa. I 
am working on it, but currently I am just thankful to 
have the Office open again!  
 
There has been a bookmark created as a very small 
token of our thanks for your continued participation 
and there MAY be still a copy of “2020: A YEAR 
LIKE NO OTHER” organised by Sue Brown’s Writ-
ers’ Group. If you’re interested in either of these 
items, enquire at the office. 
 
NEW PREMISES? 
 
Although our membership has dropped, I believe it 
will once again prosper as more people get out and 
about.  
 
As mentioned in the previous newsletter, we believe 

we have outgrown our current office facilities. All 
over the Southern Peninsula members are setting up 
and packing up chairs, tables etc for their activities. 
We would like to have our own premises – not only 
to alleviate this situation (we will still need to retain a 
number of venues) but to create a more satisfactory 
ambience around our “Headquarters.” We could set 
up some classrooms with whiteboards, TV’s and pro-
jectors. 
 
All our approaches to Federal Government, State 
Government and Shire have met with basically the 
same response - “Our facilities are fully utilised.” So 
we are asking members to keep an eye out for some 
possible venue which U3A Southern Peninsula could 
call “Home”. It may be a vacant house/shop/
warehouse.  We can pay a small amount in rent, but 
we are a not-for-profit organisation. Additionally, I’m 
sure we could apply for furnishing items in the cur-
rent Grants that are available. So far, we haven’t 
been successful for refurbishing because we don’t 
have “ownership” of facilities. Incidentally, we would 
be very open to sharing with a Senior Citizens venue 
or similar organisation, but so far these attempts 
have also been unsuccessful. 
 
I look forward to catching up with more members in 
the coming months and witnessing how relieved eve-
ryone is to be back. 
 
Thank you everyone, for your continued participation 
and support. 
 
Margaret Green 
President 

Volunteers Wanted - L2P Learner Mentor Program 
 

Mornington Peninsula Shire runs a program called L2P, which matches young learner drivers with a super-
vising driver mentor. The purpose of the program is to enable a learner driver to meet the compulsory 120 
hours of driving practice needed, prior to gaining their probationary licence. 
  
Are you a fully licensed driver and want to assist young disadvantaged learner drivers to gain driving experi-
ence? For a young person, having a driver’s license creates employment, training and social opportunities.  
Full training is provided to mentors, as is a car for the learner to practise with. All you need is a full driver’s 
licence, police check and a positive attitude. 
 
Currently, Mornington L2P is recruiting new volunteers to continue 
this vital service. If this opportunity appeals to you and you are 
able to commit an hour or two each week, please contact: 
 
Luke Donovan    
Road Safety Victoria 
T: 03 9881 8958 | M: 0418 351 739 
Luke.Donovan@roads.vic.gov.au    

 

mailto:Luke.Donovan@roads.vic.gov.au
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COMMITTEE NEWS 
 

Some of your U3A Commit-
tee taking a break on the 
ferry to have lunch in 
Queenscliff. 

L – R Back Kath Murray, 
Faye Maddaford, Rosalie 
Arnold 

L – R Front Toni Waser, 
Teena Daley, Margaret 
Green 

 

 

Carmel Maniscalchi 

The committee is delighted to welcome Carmel into 
the group. Carmel has been a volunteer in the Of-
fice and will be a very welcome addition to our com-
mittee. We are also very grateful to her for taking 
up the position of Acting Secretary whilst our cur-
rent Secretary Toni is away on holiday. 
Welcome Carmel. 
 
Howard Sachs, Kath Murray and Toni Waser  
 
These three members are making a mammoth ef-
fort to ensure we achieve the expected outcomes 
formulating our Data Security & Privacy document. 
It has not been an easy task. We are very fortunate 
to have Howard who worked in this area in his 

“previous life.”    
This project has been organised by U3A Network 
Victoria and includes such items as:  
 
• Storage of members’ personal information. 
• Privacy Impact System. (Procedures we fol-

low) 
• IT Architecture  (Record of the component of 

our technical systems.) 
 
The procedures are an excellent method of ensur-
ing everyone’s privacy and protection of our data. 
 

Shelley Randell 
 
We are delighted to welcome 
Shelley to our “ex-officio” commit-
tee membership as Member Coor-
dinator. Shelley is very keen to 
ensure our members are able to 
liaise satisfactorily with the com-
mittee and organisation of U3A 
Southern Peninsula. For example, 
if you have any queries about your 

membership, or need help finding a course on 
UMAS, send Shelley an email on  
members@u3asouthpen.org.au  
Welcome Shelley. 
 
Margaret Green 
President 

U3A SP ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2021 
 

The U3A Southern Peninsula Committee of Management advises all members that  
the Annual General Meeting (AGM) has been postponed and will now be held on: 

 
Tuesday August 17 at 10 am in the Dromana Community Hall. 

 
This year Consumer Affairs Victoria (CAV) provided all U3A’s the opportunity to apply for a three-month 
extension to the date by which the AGM would normally be held.  This extension is to compensate for 
the disruption caused to our operations last year due to the COVID lockdowns. The Committee has ap-
plied for an extension, allowing us to defer the AGM from May until August. 
 
Appropriate nomination forms, proxy forms and further information will be sent to members closer to the 
date of the AGM. 
 
As is customary, all executive and normal committee positions will be declared vacant at the AGM, and 
new office holders will be elected for the 2021/22 operational year.  We ask all members to carefully 
consider the value of U3A and its activities to the community, none of which would be possible without a 
dedicated Committee of Management. 
    
Please give some consideration to nominating for a Committee position.  Not only will you find it a ful-
filling community activity, but you will also be playing a vital role in assisting us to continue the program 
of activities and maintenance of U3A Southern Peninsula for the benefit of all members. 

mailto:members@u3asouthpen.org.au
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Query Contact 

Volunteer enquiries President: Margaret Green               

president@u3asouthpen.org.au 

All correspondence Members 
wish to table at the monthly meet-
ings, Accident reports & Insur-
ance claims. 

Secretary:  Toni Waser                      

secretary@u3asouthpen.org.au 

New Memberships, Face to Face 
Queries, Enrolling, Paying Fees, 
Badges and assistance with 
UMAS 

Office Manager: Faye Maddaford      

office@u3asouthpen.org.au            

Phone 5981 7777                              

Open Tues & Thurs 9.00 am–12.00 pm 

All enquiries from Tutors and 
Leaders 

Course Coordinator: Rosalie Arnold 

courses@u3asouthpen.org.au 

All enquiries from Tutors and 
Leaders, enquiries re Zoom 
courses 

Zoom & Course Coordinator             

Assistant: Kath Murray                            

courses@u3asouthpen.org.au 

General enquiries from Members 
including joining U3A, course in-
formation and how to enrol.  

Member Coordinator: Shelley Randell 

members@u3asouthpen.org.au 

Do you have a   

question, but don’t 

know who to ask? 

WANTED - members who live at the pointy end of the Mornington Peninsula, Blairgowrie to Portsea. 
 

We would like to extend our reach to the end of the Peninsula. If you are interested in setting up a 
book club, coffee club, cards or games, garden club, conversation in another language, walking,  

cycling or any other pursuits that may interest our members, please let us know and  
we will follow up on all suggestions. 

 
Email: courses@u3asouthpen.org.au 

Image: clipart-library.com 

Photos by Rosalie Arnold 

mailto:courses@u3asouthpen.org.au
mailto:courses@u3asouthpen.org.au
mailto:members@u3asouthpen.org.au
mailto:courses@u3asouthpen.org.au
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COURSE COORDINATOR’S REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As I write this report, I am planning last year’s holi-
day for this year and looking forward to getting away 
and enjoying some new experiences, getting the 
camera out and hopefully capturing some fantastic 
images of our “short & leisurely” drive from Perth to 
Broome. Of course, this does leave extra work for 
those who are left at home, and I would like to 
acknowledge Kath Murray, without whose generous 
support I could not leave the post of Course Coordi-
nator and enjoy my holidays. 

Our Membership for 2021 of approx. 517 members 
is well down on our 843 members in 2019. 

However, I do feel proud to present some new and 
exciting courses.  Information about these courses 
has already been sent to all members via the 
monthly “What’s New at U3ASP”, however briefly 
described they are: 

• Ukulele for Beginners code 21MUS001 

• Mobile Photography code 21PHG002 

• Day Events code 21DAY001/003 

 

Have a look on UMAS for more information.  I hope 
that our members get a lot of pleasure from these 
new courses. 

It’s always a good idea to have a look at the monthly 
“What’s New @ U3ASP”, you might find a new and 
interesting course that will get you moving in a dif-
ferent direction you never thought of! 

And of course, we always encourage our members 
to “step out and get in front of the room” by taking 
on a role as Tutor or Leader.  No matter what the 
subject, you are always most welcome.  

A warm welcome to our new tutors Arlette Ulrich 
(taking over French from Louise Keeshan) and Alan 
Blyth taking up the challenge of teaching us how to 
play the Ukulele. 

Last year we asked our members to complete a sur-
vey to assist us with preparation of life after COVID. 
As there had been other pressing matters this was 
put on hold, but now I have had time to collate the 
information and read all the wonderful comments 
that our members have made about U3A-SP.  It was 
a rewarding exercise and I would like to share the 
results of the survey, including the wonderful and 
positive comments posted by our members. I will 
send this out as a separate document, so please 
take the time to read and enjoy it when received. 

 

Rosalie Arnold 

Course Coordinator 

 

U3A SP is grateful for the  

Funding support provided 
by: 

 

 

Help Needed! 

Angels Op Shop in Rosebud is in 

need of volunteers. 

If you would like to help, please  
contact Cathy Di Iorio on 

0419170552 
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COURSE NEWS 
 
CYCLING WITH REDUX 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Redux Cycling Group must be one of the more 
popular outdoor activities currently on the U3ASP 
course list. 
 
From humble beginnings as a small breakaway 
group in early 2000 which went into recess during 
the winter months and often managed only 3 or 4 
riders; it has now become so popular that, this year 
Redux was split into two groups that ride over con-
secutive Wednesdays and regularly have 20 turning 
up for each ride. 
 
The recent advent of the E-Bike has been one of the 
main reasons gender and age is no longer a barrier 
to cycling for recreation. We now have riders 50+ to 
80+ riding happily together to a favourite café for a 
noisy extended coffee break where many new  
friendships have been formed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

While rides generally are on shared trails on the 
Peninsula, the range has extended as far as Lyn-
brook Village and Jell’s Park in more recent times. 

 
 
 
Twice a year Redux combines with the “Spokes” cy-
cling group for a three-day trip away to ride one of 
the many of Victoria’s fantastic rail trails.  These 
have proved extremely popular, with an amazing 45 
signed up to ride the Wangaratta to Bright rail trail 
later this month. 
 
Phil Vertue 
Leader 
 
ITALIAN FOR BEGINNERS 

 
Italian is known as ‘La Bella 
Lingua’, the beautiful lan-
guage, because of the mellif-
luous and melodic way it 
rolls off your tongue. It is the 
language of many great mu-
sicians, artists and design-
ers, and the very sound of it 
conjures up images of warm      

Mediterranean beaches, chilled 
Prosecco and rich, tasty food. 
  
Every Tuesday our U3A Italian language group meet 
at the Old Shire Office in Dromana to stretch our 
grey matter as we learn to communicate in Italian. 
We are led in our efforts by Cathy Di Iorio. She uses 
the text ‘Dimmi una parola’ (Give me a word) to 
guide us in our exploration of the Italian language, 
but also enhances this with her own lived experi-
ence as a native Italian.  
 
Cathy is a dedicated teacher who expects a similar 
commitment from her students. Class activities nec-
essarily include some grammar and memorization, 
but we also practice our reading, writing and listen-
ing skills. The last of these is often the most chal-
lenging for the beginner. This is when having a na-
tive speaker leading the class is so beneficial, as we 
can ask Cathy to pronounce something more slowly 
or explain the meaning of a sentence that doesn’t 
directly translate into English. In amongst all this we 
always find time for a cuppa, a chat and some 
laughs. 
 
As beginners we have a long way to go before we 
will be able to discuss, in Italian, the contributions of 
Da Vinci, the works of Michelangelo or the beauty of 
the latest Ferrari. But through U3A, we have taken 
the first step along that path, and as they say, 
“Rome wasn’t built in a day”. 
 
John Moody 
Class Member. 

 Even a little rain doesn’t dampen the spirits for a ride!  
Photo by Barb Phillips 

 

Coffee at the end of a long ride!                                
Photo by Lesley Cooke 

Image: clipart-library.com 
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PARCHMENT CARDS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
At Parchment Cards, we are a group of enthusias-
tic, creative and talented people of all ages who en-
joy meeting to share ideas for card making. Our old-
est member is in fact 98 years old and produces the 
most beautiful work! 
 
Originally, we used only the traditional parchment 
methods in our card making.  However as new 
members joined us sharing new ideas, techniques 
and artistic skills, we have all benefitted in learning 
and applying new skills and alternate methods in 
our card making, producing some more modern and 
contemporary versions. 
 
It’s so rewarding to be able to make and give hand-
made original greeting cards and of course, we all 
enjoy sharing a cuppa and a chat during our meet-
ings! 
 
Kris Van Son, 
Class Member.  
 
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLASS 
 
The U3A SP Scottish Country Dance Class was 
started when The Aussie Scots Scottish Country 
Dance Group closed down.  Covid was the last 
straw for a club with an aging membership, but a 
long history in the Mt Martha Community.  Its clos-
ing left a lot of dancers disappointed and looking for 
an alternative.    
 
U3A Southern Peninsula was the answer. With 14 
ex Aussie Scots and 14 established U3A SP Mem-
bers, we now have a wonderfully revitalised dancing 
group meeting on Monday afternoons at Mt Martha 
Community House.  

  
Our “experienced” dancers are a bit rusty and our 
“beginners” a wee bit apprehensive, but there is a 
great camaraderie happening already and, with 
much laughter, all seem to have settled down well 
and are enjoying this fun way of keeping both our 
minds and our bodies active. 
 
Scottish Country Dancing is danced all over the 
world.  It is not Highland dancing (which is normally 
for young, fit, competitive individuals), but rather is 
social dancing enjoyed by all ages and done in 
groups.  It is all about fun, enjoyment and bringing 
people together.  Good Scottish toe-tapping music 
is just a bonus. 
 
Like any other form of dancing, it takes a while to 
get to know the various movements, but with our 
experienced folk there to help, our new recruits are 
doing an amazing job.  There are more than 15,000 
documented dances, so it may take us a while to 
get through them all! 
 
Jean Mott, Tutor 
 

 

Some of our “crafty” ladies working on their crea-

tions.—Photo by Sue Dixon 

The Scottish Country Dancers having some fun                      

—Photo by Jean Mott 
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U3A PHOTOSHOOTS—TRIP TO APOLLO BAY 

 

U3A Photography Group A has been renamed U3A 
Photoshoots, with a new direction. We now simply 
go on a photoshoot once a month and share photos 
on a private Flickr site. 

Due to the COVID lockdown last year the group’s 
trip to Apollo Bay was cancelled but we were able to 
change it to a booking for four days in April this 
year. 

Twelve fun and hardy souls headed off on the 
Queenscliff Ferry on Monday 19 April, had a bite to 
eat at Forrest and arrived at our accommodation in 
Apollo Bay, the Star of the Sea Guesthouse, run by 
the Sisters of Mercy. It is an Art Deco building which 
was fully restored in 2012, is in pristine condition 
with shared bathrooms, large kitchen and dining 
room and has beautiful gardens. It is well worth 
considering for groups of up to 20 and you can have 
the whole building to yourselves. 

Despite forecasted rain we managed to do dry pho-
toshoots of Mariner’s lookout, Apollo Bay harbour, 
Marengo rocks, Maits Rest Rainforest (a highlight), 
Hopetoun Falls, the Redwood forest, Cape Otway 
Lighthouse and the She Oak falls near Lorne. 

We dined in one night (take away) and were enter-
tained by Jim Carr on Ukelele, accompanied by 
singers Kay, Sally, Anne and myself. We were also 
astounded by the tricks of our resident magician 
and Professor of Mathematics, Don Barnett. 

Ernie de Vlieger, Tutor 

Hopetoun Falls—Photo by Ian Paterson 

Star of the Sea Guesthouse—Photo by Ernie de Vlieger 
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 THIS ISSUE’S FEATURED MEMBER: 
 
KATH MURRAY 

I joined U3A Southern Peninsula in late 2017, after 
moving to the Peninsula permanently from Mel-
bourne earlier in the same year. As well as attend-
ing classes, initially I volunteered in the Office and 
now I also assist Rosalie with course-related tasks. 
I manage the Zoom meeting bookings and lately 
I’ve been involved in the U3A Network initiative for 
the Data Privacy and Security project. It keeps me 
busy but more than that, U3A-SP has provided me 
with much-appreciated new friendships.  

Yarraville was my stomping ground until I was five. 
By the time I was ten, I was the eldest of a brood of 
six that shared a home with a menagerie of animals 
in the ‘new’ eastern suburb of Burwood. Great 
Danes always featured as the dog of choice, along 
with an assortment of cats, rabbits, budgies and 
other pets that joined the household across the 
years. Dogs still feature in my world but I have 
downsized the pooch to a more manageable pint-
size. 

The family spent summer holidays on the Morning-
ton Peninsula and eventually my parents bought a 
holiday house in Dromana. I have fond memories of 
over 40 years of long days at the beach and long 
nights of celebrations with extended family and 
friends on ‘the deck’ at that house. I learnt to scuba 
dive in the bay over winter - it was cold(!) but, on 

the upside, the water was clearer than during the 
warmer months and after that training, diving in 
calm tropical waters was a doddle, compared to our 

local waters. 

I grew up in sub-
urban Melbourne 
and started work 
in the Victorian 
public service, 
which provided 
me with a step-
ping-stone into 
the (then) fledg-
ling world of IT. 
There were ex-
ceptions – in the 
late 1990s I 
worked overseas 
for four years, 
followed by some 
time in Sydney in 
2001, after which 
I continued my 
working life in 
Melbourne. Along 
the way I have 
gained valued life
-long friends, 

most who have shared more than one after-work 
karaoke session with me! 

I am a keen traveller, both within Australia and fur-
ther afield. There were early overseas trips, back-
packing through India and Nepal, then separately 
Turkey and Egypt. When I was employed by a Lon-
don-based IT firm, I lived in post-card perfect Bern 
for 6 months. I made the most of every weekend. 
From Switzerland, I went on to work in Munich for 3 
years and there were also travel opportunities with-
in the UK.  

Once back in Melbourne, I intermittently travelled to 
Asia for work, as well as holidays.                         
My last two overseas trips were in 2019 to Sri 
Lanka, two weeks before the Easter bombings and 
then Laos later that year. As the pandemic erupted, 
I cancelled a trip to Vietnam in early March last 
year, just in time. My next target is to visit parts of 
Canada and Alaska on behalf of a dear friend who 
can no longer make the trip.  

Although I don’t play any instruments, I have always 
been a big fan of music of many genres. I became a 
dedicated follower of Melbourne’s live music scene, 
as it flourished through the late 60s and into the 70s 
and beyond. I didn’t know it at the time but the last 
live gig that I’d go to for a while was in February 



        Peninsula Life 

Page 10 

Issue 178, May 2021 

2020 at the re-
vamped Caravan 
Music Club in Oak-
leigh.  

A couple of years 
ago I met up with a 
good friend in Lon-
don and we em-
barked on our fabu-
lous ‘Rock Chooks 
Tour’. We saw the 
Rolling Stones in 
Prague, fitted in a 
week tripping 
through Galway 
and went to a cou-
ple of SummerFest 
concerts in Hyde 
Park, London to 
see Eric Clapton, 
Santana and other   
musical doyens. 
Paul Simon head-
lined one night – he 
is an amazing mu-

sician and it was one of the best concerts that I have 
ever seen.  

In the 10 years leading up to 2018, a good friend 
and I took on, and persisted with, learning to tap 
dance. Weekly classes for inexperienced adults with 
two left feet were a hoot, as were the end of year 
concerts. A few highlights come to mind – a school 
trip to Las Vegas; participating in a segment for Ju-
dith Lucy’s television series; tapping through Mel-
bourne streets in our spotty dresses; and our final 
concert that was held at the Palais Theatre, after 
which it was an appropriate time to retire the well-
worn tap shoes.  

It would be most remiss of me if I did not mention 
my footy team, the Mighty Tiges. While it is easy to 
celebrate the team’s recent successes now, Rich-
mond supporters don’t forget that there have been 
many lean years. 

Being involved with U3A-SP has made a huge differ-
ence to me, particularly over the last 12-14 months 
and during our localised lockdowns. I am very grate-
ful for the support and friendships that have been 
forged through U3A-SP and the opportunity to con-
nect within such a welcoming community.  It has 
been very rewarding. 

Kath Murray 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 

Your newsletter is published quarterly in February, 

May, August and November. 

Contributions to the Newsletter may be emailed to 

the Editor, newsletter@u3asouthpen.org.au.  Sub-

missions close on the 15th of the month prior to 

each publication. 

U3ASP EDITOR 

Sue Dixon 

 

CONTACT: 

Old Shire Offices: 359a Point Nepean Rd    

Dromana 3936 

PO Box 396 Dromana 3936 

Office Hours: 9.30am—1pm Tues & Thurs 

Ph: (03) 5981 8777 

Email: office@u3asouthpen.org.au 

Phone & email only monitored during office hours 

Member Inquiries: 

members@u3asouthpen.org.au 

Website: www.u3asouthpen.org.au 

 

Disclaimer: 

From time to time your Committee gives space in 
this Newsletter to community events or notices 
which it believes, in good faith, to be worthy of be-
ing brought to the attention of U3A members. 

Tap dancing Kath 

Image: clipart-library.com 


