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Welcome to  

U3A SP 2022! 

It was wonderful to see our members enjoying a “face to face” get together 

at last, at U3A SP’s Christmas function in December—Editor. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK: 

 
Greetings everyone! 
 
How wonderful it is to be 
back in action.  Courses 
restarted, new courses 
about to start and NOT all 
are zoom! Wonderful. 
 
As you will see In the Of-
fice photo (below) our vol-
unteers are also back in 

action. We are pleased to say that we are gaining 
some new members as well as reclaiming our “old” 
members. We are set for an exciting year. 
 
The committee is in contact with the Shire about our 
progress towards gaining some identity and some 
assistance from them, particularly with regard to 
premises. It has been recognised that our contribu-
tion to the community was maintained during Covid 
and this is a great asset.  

 
Obviously, at the moment challenges remain, but I 
think we have all shown that we can work together 
and achieve our aim “Live Learn Enjoy”. 
 
I know I have stated a few times in my messages in 
the past two years, that I hope to meet you as you 
enjoy classes throughout the year. Unfortunately, it 
hasn’t always been possible but I trust it will occur 
this year. 
 
Enjoy your classes, and I ask you to give some seri-
ous consideration to joining our committee to enable 
us to maintain our busy and lively schedule. You 
would be very welcome. 
 
Here’s to 2022! 
 
Margaret Green, 
President 
president@u3asouthpen.org.au 

A big hand for all our hard working office volunteers, 

they do a wonderful job—Editor. 
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Thanks to Gunda Wright for submitting some 

beautiful photos of our wonderful Peninsula.  

They are, clockwise from top left: 

1. Remnants of the Fort at Point Nepean 

2. Treacherous waters at Point Nepean 

3. Paraglider at Flinders 

4. Point Nepean on a calm day 
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COURSE COORDINATOR’S REPORT 
 
Hello and Welcome Everyone! 

How heartening it is that we are up and operating in 
2022. To date, there are over 60 planned outdoor, 
face-to-face and zoom classes and activities running 
this year, with more to come.  

Here’s a very big THANK YOU to our dedicated tu-
tors and leaders for their ongoing enthusiasm. 

Welcome to our new tutors: Anna Ciampa (Cooking 
Italian Home Style), Clive Colchester (Scrabble), 
Craig Fyall (Men in the Kitchen), Ian Champion 
(Pedal Peninsula), Julie Georgiou (Cultural Immer-
sion Tour), Mario Dovile (Lawn Bowls for Beginners) 
and Merilyn Hill (Navigating Retirement). 

Welcome back to tutors who are returning after a 
break: Hilda McLeod (Balance in Focus), Margaret 
Morgan (Contract Bridge for Beginners) and Martie 
Lowenstein-Nash (co-tutor Singing for Fun). 

Acknowledgement and thanks is also owing to those 
tutors and leaders who are not continuing in the 
role, this year.  

U3ASP is made more successful by the contribu-
tions of its members. Your offers to take courses 

and lead activities are much appreciated. There is 
no need to be an expert to share your knowledge or 
interest in topics such as gardening tips, local wild-
life, opera, the stars above (as examples); share 
your travel tips and experiences. U3ASP is always 
looking for ways to get more people involved in a 
broad range of subjects.  

Please email courses@u3asouthpen.org.au if you 
are interested in holding a short, long, one-off ses-
sion or activity. It is very rewarding and we are here 
to support you. 

Keep an eye out for course updates in ‘What’s 
New@U3ASP?’ under the News tab on our website 
https://www.u3asouthpen.org.au/ 

Finally – a note of gratitude from your Course Co-
ordinator team to all the volunteers that supported 
U3A Southern Peninsula and kept it running 
throughout last year!   

Keep safe and stay well, 

Kath Murray (Assistant Course Co-ordinator)  

On behalf of Rosalie Arnold (Course Co-
ordinator) 

courses@u3asouthpen.org.au 

 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
The U3A Southern Peninsula Committee of Management wishes to notify all  

members that the Annual General Meeting will be held on: 
 

Tuesday May 3, 2022 at 10:00 am. 
 

The meeting will be held in the Dromana Community Hall,  
Cnr Hodgkinson & Verdon Streets, Dromana. 

 
All current positions on the Committee of Management will be declared vacant at 

the AGM and a new Committee will be elected. 
 

All members are encouraged to attend the AGM, and to consider nominating for a 
position on the Committee of Management.  Nomination forms are available from 

the Secretary (secretary@u3asouthpen.org.au) 
 

For more information contact the Secretary on the email above. 
 

Committee of Management 
U3A Southern Peninsula 

 

mailto:courses@u3asouthpen.org.au
https://www.u3asouthpen.org.au/
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COURSE NEWS: 

ART CLASS FOR BEGINNERS 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above are examples of work done by members of the Art Class for Beginners.  

Thanks to Tutor Maria Raquel Santander-Sanchez for submitting these photos.  Don’t 

we have some talented people in U3A SP! - Editor 
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HAPPY WANDERERS WALKING GROUP 

Despite the interruptions of last year, the Happy 
Wanderers managed to complete a number of lovely 
walks on or near the Peninsula.  The photos show 
our group walking from Merricks Beach to Balnarring 
on a sunny day in November.  This track has lots of 
variety - walking through bushland, along clifftops, 
beach walking, stunning views, and of course, finish-
ing with a much enjoyed coffee and chat.   
 
While we were in lockdown, our group kept in touch 
with a series of fun emails, made possible by many 
contributions from members of the group.  We 
looked somewhat enviously at photos from members 
who were caravanning around Australia, who man-
aged for the most part to keep ahead of restrictions.  
We enjoyed emails with photos and descriptions of 
some wonderful “armchair travels”, and laughed at 
many of the pandemic-related and other jokes and 
funny videos that were contributed.   

 
We finished off the year in December with a very fine 
lunch, held at the Rye Yacht Club.  This was one of 
the first indoor activities that we were allowed to hold 

after the restrictions were eased, so was especially 
enjoyable. 
 
We have a great programme of walks planned for 
the first half of 2022.  All being well we’ll be able to 
keep fit and enjoy some more of the beautiful walks 
around our Peninsula. 
 
Liz Gasparini, Leader 
 
 
THE WRITERS’ GROUP 
 
The Writers Group are 
back together face to 
face,  and after two 
years on ZOOM, our 
Christmas party at the 
end of last year was a 
great reunion.  The get 
together, photographed 
in co-tutor Penny's 
Dromana garden, made 
for the opportunity to 
display Christine's 
paintings. Lockdown certainly seems to have in-
creased our creativity. The Writers Group meets 
every 2nd  and 4th Fridays of the month at the Old 
Shire Offices. 
 
Following is a poem by Christine Andrews: 
 
“Clouds”   
 
Clouds hide the blue sky,  
Gathering, building, changing, 
Thunder rumbling, rain! 
 
Each day a new plan. 
How to decorate the blue. 
Keep mankind guessing. 
 
Pictures appear then, 
Like visions disappearing 
Evolve and reform. 
 
Not once in my life, 
Have I seen the vision twice. 
True Kaleidoscope. 
 
Sue Brown, 
Tutor/leader 
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PARCHMENT CARDS 

Come and join our card making class, on 1st & 3rd 

Monday of the month 10am  - 12 noon.  You can 

enrol through UMAS, (go to U-MAS for Members 

(u3asouthpen.org.au) code 22CRF002. 

We make traditional parchment cards and modern 

cards. 

 

Our members have a lot of experience to share in 

both types of cards and plenty of equipment that we 

are happy to share with new members. 

A very friendly and enjoyable class. 

Robyn Falconer, Class Member. 

Some examples of cards made by members of the Parchment Cards group.  The two 

cards on the top left and middle are parchment, the others are modern cards—Editor. 

https://u3asouthpen.org.au/members/
https://u3asouthpen.org.au/members/
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U3A Southern Peninsula Life Membership: Call for Nominations 
 
At its Annual General Meeting in May 2020, the Committee of Management approved a new set of 
selection criteria for Life Membership of U3A Southern Peninsula.   
 
The disruption and upheaval inflicted on us by CoVid 19 in the months and years that followed pre-
vented any further action being taken towards making any appointments.  We were all fully occupied 
with keeping up with lock-downs, restrictions, and working out how were going to continue our opera-
tions. 
 
We are now in a position to invite nominations for life memberships of our organisation.  
 
In summary, to be eligible for life membership under the new rules, a nominee needs to: 
 
 have been a member of U3A Southern Peninsula for at least 15 years, and 
 been a member of the Committee of Management; or 
 a tutor; or 
 a volunteer in some other capacity 
 AND 
 have made a significant contribution to U3A Southern Peninsula 
 
Nominations, on the approved Nomination Form, satisfying all the requirements in the Selection Crite-
ria document, should be submitted to the Secretary (secretary@u3asouthpen.org.au) by 5pm on 
Monday 14 March 2022.  
 
Link to Nomination Form: 
Microsoft Word - U3ASP Life Membership - NOMINATION FORM.doc (u3asouthpen.org.au) 
 
Link to Selection Criteria document: 
Microsoft Word - Criteria for Appointing Life Membership of U3ASP.docx (u3asouthpen.org.au)  

Can’t load your Vaccination Certificate 

on your mobile phone? 

There is another way! 

Office Choice in Rosebud provide a     

service whereby a copy of your vaccina-

tion certificate is reduced to a convenient 

credit card size and laminated, for a price 

of about $2 for a colour copy.  

Thanks to Barb Livett for this information 
– Editor. 

Image: istockphoto.com 

mailto:secretary@u3asouthpen.org.au
https://u3asouthpen.org.au/images/Documents/Life_Member_Nomination_Form.pdf
https://u3asouthpen.org.au/images/Documents/Life%20Membership%20Criteria.pdf
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THIS ISSUE’S FEATURED MEMBER: 
JOHN BARRATT 
( I will always be grateful for the warm welcome John 
gave me when I enrolled in Happy Wanderers, one of my 
first groups as a new U3A SP member—Editor) 

 
I was born into a very happy family in Richmond 
Victoria in 1941. 
 
Looking back, my life was very uncomplicated in 
those early years. I attended Cremorne Street Pri-
mary School in Richmond and really enjoyed my 
time there thanks to the dedicated teachers at that 
school. My secondary schooling was at Richmond 
Technical School which was a distinct difference to 
my primary school years. My education then was 
often interrupted by various health problems and 
setbacks, however I somehow managed to pass my 
year 10 exams, despite my very modest results. 
 
After school I applied for and was accepted by the 
Commonwealth Bank as a very junior bank officer. 
Initially, I was quite overawed being in the work 
force with adults but after time I managed to settle 
down and find my feet. I really enjoyed most of my 
time with the Commonwealth Bank and had some 
very interesting jobs over a period of 18 years. 
 
I always regretted my lack of secondary school edu-
cation and started studying with the Australian Insti-
tute of Bankers in 1967. It eventually took me 23 
years before I was able to finish that course and I 

will explain why a bit later. 
 
In 1965 I became married to Marlies and we had 
three boys. I was sure that they would become good 
footballers and play AFL for Richmond, but I got that 
wrong! They were three very different boys – An-
drew the flamboyant artistic one, Stephen the sea 
faring jack of all trades who knows everything about 
boats and how they operate, and Rob who is now a 
technical director who travels overseas and helps 
produce major events. 
 
In 1975, I became a bit disenchanted with Banking 
as a career and decided to leave the CBA and start 
a new career as a Newsagent. I did this for three 
years, but as much as I enjoyed being my own 
boss, the early starts and late finishes caught up 
with me and after deciding to sell the business, we 
moved to Kyneton, where we stayed for 10 years. In 
those years I managed the local community Credit 
Union and became very involved in the town’s activ-
ities.  

John with his partner Colleen 

A family outing at Sovereign Hill, showing John with his three 

boys.  Andrew (now deceased) is on John’s left, Stephen to his 

right, and Rob in front. 



Issue 181, February 2022 

Peninsula Life 

Page 10 

 
In 1989 we decided to move back to Melbourne as 
it was difficult for the boys to find employment in 
the country due to the recession at that time.  
 
I was fortunate to get a job with the ANZ Bank and 
started a new career in the Trust area where I 
stayed until my eventual retirement in 2006. While 
at ANZ I worked as a Deceased Estate Administra-
tor and dealt with approximately 300 Estates until I 
retired. This work was by far the most challenging 
of my career, but also the most enjoyable, and I 
was able to utilize all my skills obtained over a long 
period of time. 
 
What I did learn very quickly was that I needed to 
take up study again to further my skills. I was finally 
able to finish that banking course that I started way 
back in 1967, as well as studying and passing 
Trustee and Executor exams. After these success-
es, I had a bit of a thirst for further study and after a 
few more years obtained a Diploma in Financial 
Markets. 

 
I really enjoyed 
going to Melbourne 
University and sit-
ting for exams at 
that time – it made 
me feel like Rod-
ney Dangerfield in 
that 1986 film 
“Back to School”. 
When I received 
my Diploma, I real-
ly felt that I had 
made up for my 
lack of education in 
my early years. 
 
 

I have always had the attitude that if you are pre-
pared to reinvent yourself and learn new skills, you 
would never be out of work and this was definitely 
the case with me. It is something that I have always 
tried to instill in my children and grandchildren and I 
hope they have listened. 
 
I have always been interested in sport and played 
suburban football for a few years, eventually retir-
ing after about 140 games and playing in a prem-

iership team. I was also a reasonable cricketer and 
loved terrorizing batsmen with my fast deliveries. 
 
During my 40’s I 
took up long dis-
tance running 
and loved the 
freedom and the 
inner challenge. 
I would eventual-
ly run 8 mara-
thons, and to 
give you an idea 
how far a mara-
thon is, try driv-
ing from Frank-
ston to the city 
around the 
beach road. Very 
tough but I loved 
it! 
 
 
 
After I retired, I joined U3A Southern Peninsula and 
started walking with the Happy Wanderers group 
about 2007. After a few months I became the coor-
dinator of the Happy Wanderers and enjoyed this 
role for a number of years. 
 
I am very fortunate to have made so many wonder-
ful friends in U3ASP and this was emphasized in 
2015 when I endured some personal tragedies, in-
cluding the loss of my son - Andrew and a bit later 
the illness and death of my wife - Marlies. During 
that time, my many walking group friends were very 
supportive and I won’t forget the comfort they pro-
vided to me. 
 
I am very contented now and enjoy sharing my life 
with my partner – Colleen and our 2 dogs – Bridie 
and Holly. 
 
I never reached any great heights during my ca-
reer, but always managed to have very interesting 
and responsible roles. I have always tried to live life 
to the fullest with a positive attitude. 
 

I hope my story provides interesting reading. 
 
John Barratt 
 

Presentation of Institute of Banker’s 

Certificate 

Crossing the line at the Frankston to  

Melbourne marathon, about 1990. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 

Your newsletter is published quarterly in February, 

May, August and November. 

Contributions to the Newsletter may be emailed to 

the Editor, newsletter@u3asouthpen.org.au.  Sub-

missions close on the 15th of the month prior to 

each publication. 

U3ASP EDITOR 

Sue Dixon 

 

 

CONTACT: 

Old Shire Offices: 359a Point Nepean Rd    

Dromana 3936 

PO Box 396 Dromana 3936 

Office Hours: 9.30am—1pm Tues & Thurs 

Ph: (03) 5981 8777 

Email: office@u3asouthpen.org.au 

Phone & email only monitored during office hours 

Member Inquiries: 

members@u3asouthpen.org.au 

Website: www.u3asouthpen.org.au 

Disclaimer: 

From time to time your Committee gives space in 

this Newsletter to community events or notices 

which it believes, in good faith, to be worthy of be-

ing brought to the attention of U3A members. 

Research project looking for volunteers: Involving virtual volunteer patients in developing interper-
sonal skills of optometry students. 

We are looking for volunteers aged 50+ to participate in a study to develop the interpersonal skills of 
optometry students. The study involves a brief phone/email screening to ensure eligibility for the 
study (English-proficient and access to a device with webcam and microphone), one or more record-
ed ‘virtual visits’ that will be akin to a telehealth consultation (no more than1 hour each session) and 
online questionnaires to gather feedback about students’ interpersonal skills and the teaching and 
learning initiative. This project has received approval from the Human Research Ethics Committee at 
The University of Melbourne (ID 14513). A $10 e-voucher will be provided after each session of par-
ticipation. If you are interested in participating in this study or would like further information, please 
contact Dr Bao Nguyen on (03) 9035 8553 or bnguyen@unimelb.edu.au 

 Department of Optometry and Vision Sciences  

 

mailto:bnguyen@unimelb.edu.au

