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Peninsula Life 

With not a lot happening in Melbourne lately, I thought a selection of photos from some of our members who have been travelling 

around our beautiful country might add some colour to our Newsletter!  Who says you have to travel overseas?  These are from 

various parts of Queensland, NT and WA (and no prizes for guessing where the camel photo was taken!).   

Thanks to contributors (top to bottom) Kathy Hirst, Gunda Wright, and Jan & Stewart Paton. - Editor. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK: 

Congratulations every-

one! U3A Southern Pen-

insula is still vibrant and 

strong even though we 

have faced many, many 

challenges this year. This 

is all due to YOU – our 

members. You respond-

ed when we asked, you 

conducted courses if you 

were able to do so and you contributed to strong 

participation in classes. Thank you so much.  

The challenges remain of course! Our accommoda-
tion is still a concern as we have outgrown the Old 
Shire Offices and the two small rooms that WERE 
available pre-covid are far too small to cope with 
Covid restrictions. On the brighter side of this we 
have been able to turn one of the rooms into a drop 
in room – you could not really call it a centre, but it 
is a good welcoming place to stop and pause (and 
practice our QR code!)  
 
Approaches have been made to Mornington Penin-
sula Shire, State Government and Federal Govern-
ment in an effort to secure premises from which to 
operate. Of course, due to Covid restrictions and 
interruptions it is not the best time to be seeking 
further accommodation but we still live in hope.  
 
Our Course Coordinator Rosalie Arnold has man-
aged to introduce new courses to entice us as well 
as retaining as many classes as possible. Our As-
sociation is ever mindful of the wellbeing and health 
of its members and we have tried to keep in touch 
with everyone.  
 
I believe that overall, as a group, our Information 
Technology skills have broadened as we use our 

phones, iPads and computers to remain in touch. 
However, as many of you know it is not always 
easy to do this and we have maintained our “hard 
copy” of courses, events and newsletters to be 
mailed to some of our members. It is so important 
to know that we really are together in these chal-
lenging times.  
 
It is pleasing to note that our membership this year 
is 500+ - a decrease from last year but when taken 
in context of restrictive interruptions and the ability 
to hold courses it is a considerable effort. Again, I 
thank tutors and members for the many sacrifices 
made.  
 
As your representative I have attended quite a 
number of meetings with Network Victoria. It is al-
ways heartening to hear that other U3As around 
Victoria are meeting the challenges as we have and 
it is good to give support to each other. Additionally, 
the Network is also able to negotiate and speak 
with Victorian Government agencies to ensure we 
are not forgotten in our quest to ensure our mem-
bers receive all our entitlements.  
 
In finalizing this report, I want to thank all the hard-
working and wonderful people who make U3ASP 
such a pleasure for all our participants- all our vol-
unteers, course leaders, office staff, Committee of 
Management and members. It is everyone’s efforts 
that help to keep us connected throughout the com-
munity. I trust the pressures and challenges of 2021 
have also provided opportunities for you to feel 
pride in your achievements and your contribution to 
the community.  
 
We look forward to further opportunities and 
“connectedness” for the remainder of 2021 and into 
2022. 
  
Margaret Green 
President 

 

U3ASP is grateful for the  

Funding support provided 
by: 

 

 

Something 

we’d all like to 

do right now—

sail off into the 

sunset! Photo 

by Jan & Stew-

art Paton. 
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Results of the Annual General Meeting of  

U3A Southern Peninsula held on 27 July 2021 

Thank you to all those who attended the meet-
ing via Zoom and also the members who com-
pleted the proxy forms.  The following were 
elected: 
 
Committee of Management: 
President:  Margaret Green 
Vice President: Bob Bowlby 
Secretary:  Toni Waser 
Treasurer:  Jim Dunn 
 
General Committee Members: 
Rosalie Arnold: Course Coordinator 
Faye Maddaford: Office Manager 
Kath Murray: Asst Course Coordinator 
Teena Daley 
Mary Nelson 
Carmel Maniscalchi 
 
Margaret Green thanked the members who 
were not returning to the Committee and      

welcomed the new members.   
 
Margaret also thanked the Members who work 
behind the scenes in an ex-officio role. 
They are: 
Assistant Office Manager – Cheryl Trevascus 
UMAS Administrator- Ernie DeVlieger 
UMAS & Website Administrator – Dennis 
Wright 
Newsletter Editor – Sue Dixon 
Member Liaison Officer—Shelley Randell  
Publicity Officer – Lorraine Fyall 
Data Privacy Officer – Howard Sachs 
   
It is with a very positive attitude going forward 
that we do our best to ensure members have an 
enjoyable time attending the many courses that 
are available. 
 
Carmel Maniscalchi 
Acting Secretary.   

And just for something a little different—I managed to escape 

before lockdown #5 in July to visit my daughter for a short break 

in the Huon Valley in Tasmania—not as warm as our other photo 

locations but still beautiful! —Editor. 

Morning mist near Grove, in the Huon Valley 

Boronia Beach, near Kingston in the Huon Valley 
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COURSE COORDINATOR’S REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When I wrote the report for our Autumn issue, I was 
a little ahead of myself and foiled again by COVID - 
didn’t get to WA, so that trip remains on my bucket 
list. Third time lucky, I hope. 
 
I know we are all tired of the on again off again lock-
downs and grinning and bearing it now becomes 
more difficult, but with a stiff upper lip we will contin-
ue on. 
 
Many thanks to our Zoom Course leaders - what a 
great job you are all doing, and a big welcome to our 
new Tutors: 
Graeme Richards (Drawing Celtic Knots)  
Peter Karol (500 Card Game)  
 

Norm Pilkington (Beyond phone calls for Android Us-
ers). 
 
I have nominated again for Committee and Course 
Coordinator role, but it may be my last year.  I would 
be happy for anyone who would like to consider the 
role in 2022/23 to contact me for a chat and find out 
a bit more.  Of course, this person will always have 
the able assistance of Kath Murray and myself. 
 
As promised, we have started our IT courses, com-
mencing with Mobile Phones and shortly will be cov-
ering Tablets and iPads, then PC’s.  It is evident that 
more and more we must rely on our own resources 
to do it yourself in the world of IT and we are pleased 
to assist our members to gain confidence and exper-
tise with these fiddly pieces of IT equipment. As 
quoted by an elderly friend of mine “it is only easy if 
you know how” so please take the time to join us. 
Please contact the office for expressions of interest, 
if you have missed a course we would be happy to 
do a repeat. 
 
I thank all of our Tutors and Leaders who have 
fought a battle to continue on and appreciate your 
tireless efforts to bring much enjoyment to our U3A 
members. 
 

Rosalie Arnold 

Course Coordinator 

COURSE NEWS 

INVESTING IN SHARES—ADVANCED 
- Atrium to the Rescue 

 
The Investing in Shares course has always been 
held in the Old Shire Offices but due to the “Covid 
Restrictions” later courses transferred to “Zoom”.   
 
During these sessions, the previous students sug-
gested that an advanced course be developed but 
once again Covid got in the way.  
 
It was felt that face to face classes as well as a TV 
monitor was the minimum requirement, but it 
seemed that this would not be possible.  However, 
the New Atrium Restaurant and Reception Centre 
in Safety Beach offered the free use of a room with 
TV monitor, so all was well in the end.  Luckily, we 
have missed each of the lockdowns so far. 
 
 

Pictured above are some participants in the ad-
vanced class which is restricted to students from 
the earlier classes. 
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The purpose of this course is to:- 
• Flesh out and refine various details covered in 

the basic course. 
• Discuss current activities of the market and the 

reports of various listed companies. 
• Discover how to obtain and categorize invest-

ment information. 
• Debate investing issues encountered by partici-

pants. 
 
Naturally, the overall aim is to enhance the perfor-
mance of each participants' investing activities. 
 
Ian Aston,  
Tutor/Leader 
 
THE WRITER’S GROUP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you acquire friends? 

Are you good at keeping them? 

Or still seeking them? 

 

Chance meeting on-line, 

Interests shared in groups, 

Never meant to meet. 

 

Listening, learning, 

In classrooms dedicated  

To our well-being. 

 

Loneliness thwarted. 

Friendliness filling our life. 

over abundance. 

 

These new friendships grow, 

Because both parties listen. 

gift freely given. 

 

We need to nurture, 

Water tender shoots daily, 

Else they will wither. 

 

Creativity  

Celebrating together 

Gather your friends. 

 

This is a poem I have written in “Haiku” style, to ex-
press the new ways I have made friends over lock-
down. Sue and Penny do a great job, especially over 
these last awkward times.  It is a pleasure to belong 
to U3A, especially the Writer’s Group. 
 

Christine Andrews, class member 

 

MOBILE PHOTOGRAPHY 

“Acheron Dawn” by Bob Thornhill 

 

I ran Mobile Photography as a combined course with 
U3A Mornington, with Bette Pearson and Bob Thorn-
hill from U3ASP participating. 
 
The course was run with a combination of Zoom and 
Excursions.  I chose Zoom to avoid having to sanitize 
both hands and phones in each class. The topics 
covered in the 10-week course included Mobile Cam-
era Skills, photo editing with Snapseed, Slow Shutter 

Image—clipart-library.com 
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and Manual settings, Cloning and Panoramas.  Par-
ticipants practiced the weeks topic at home and post-
ed 4 of their images on the group‘s image sharing 
site. Throughout the course there was an emphasis 
on creativity and experimentation.  A variety of Photo 
editing apps were tried. 
 
The course will be offered again, but not until I have 
settled into my new home, either fourth term or early 
next year. 
 
Lyn Haywood,  
Tutor/Leader 
 

 

Comments from class participants: 
Who would have thought a phone could do so much 
with photography. Lyn’s course showed us the enor-
mous range of options available, and she presented 
them in a fun and informative way over a 10-week 
course, all on Zoom. Well done Lyn, & many thanks 
for your lessons, and patience with those of us who 
found some of the exercises not so easy. I think 
most of us were surprised at what we could achieve. 
Bette Pearson 
 
Lyn showed us the amazing images we could pro-
duce from the small device we call a phone. I found 
out what power is packed in them (and what more 
we can add to them!) It was a pleasure to watch my 
fellow students and I very quickly produce some 
stunning images. 
Bob Thornhill 

“Raindrops” by Bette Pearson 
“Talk amongst yourselves” - Bette Pearson 

cloned herself using Snapseed.jpg 

VALE RICHARD COTTER 
 

Since our last Newsletter we received news of the death of Richard Cotter 3rd July 
2021. U3A Southern Peninsula owe a debt of gratitude to his contribution to our organ-
isation. Richard conducted many of our classes and supplied historical 
magazines to our office as well as spending much time in preparing his classes.  
 
Following is an extract from the Nepean Historical Society where Richard was an inte-
gral member.  
 
“The sad news of Richard Cotter’s recent passing has brought many tributes from col-

leagues and associates, all acknowledging the great legacy Richard’s published works, thirty in all, contrib-
uted to our understanding of the 1803 Settlement at Sullivan Bay, respect for the Indigenous people and the 
Nepean Peninsula through the ages. Richard’s passion for Opera was borne out through the classes he 
conducted under the auspices of The University of the Third Age (U3A) over many years and writing the 
libretto for the locally produced Buckley Opera in 2019.  For many years Richard presided over the Friends 
of Collins Settlement which he was instrumental in establishing, only retiring from the group when his health 
began to seriously fail. Richard’s contribution to our local history will be long remembered by many and his 
leadership sorely missed.” 
 
Richard will be long remembered in our organisation.  
 

Margaret Green, President 
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THIS ISSUE’S FEATURED MEMBER: 
 
CIPRIANO MICHELE CORVA 
My partner Ernie & I will be forever grateful to Cipriano for 
teaching us how to make “Mama Maria Corva Gnocchi” - molto 
delizioso! - Editor 

 
I was born Cipriano 
Michele Corva in De-
cember 1940, in a 
small medieval village 
known as Valle D’Istria, 
south of Trieste, Italy.  
Following WW2, it be-
came Yugoslavia and 
is now part of Croatia.  
 
When Mamma was ex-
pecting me, Papa 
joined the Italian Navy 
and was later made a 
prisoner of war in the 
USA. As a young boy I 

witnessed many wartime atrocities. I first met my 
father when he returned home, I was 6 years old. 
My sister was born a year later. I was a young altar 
boy in the village church. Our family owned olive 
groves and vineyards, later confiscated by the Ger-
mans. A favourite memory was stomping on the 
grapes in the barrels, which began my love of vino 
to this day.   
 
At the age of 9, I attended schools in Lucca and 
Rome awaiting our family’s assisted migration to 
Australia, sailing out of Rome on the ship General 
Muir. In 1950 we arrived in Port Melbourne and 
were taken to the Bonegilla and later Mildura Mi-
grant Camps. We knew no English and found the 
food very plain, but our family was determined to 
assimilate and succeed in our adopted new home-
land. Papa went to work at the Newport Railyards, 
becoming a ‘chef’ on the trains, even cooking for 
Princess Margaret and Government House.  
 
Papa built our first Australian home in Williamstown 
and soon my late brother Robert was born. (Our first 
Aussie Corva.) I attended North Williamstown Pri-
mary and Williamstown High School, later attending 
RMIT, Swinburne, Canberra and Ballarat Universi-
ties studying engineering, metallurgy, ergonomics, 
Industrial Relations, Risk Management, Occupation-
al Hazard Management and more. I sat on numer-
ous professional committees. I’ve never stopped 
learning and mentoring. 
 
I became a fanatical Aussie Rules Footscray fan 
and have  attended the Bulldogs only 2 Grand Final 

wins, in 1954 and 2016. I’ll see them win their 3rd 
this year! 
 
In the 60s I formed a 7 piece Rock’n’roll band (The 
Imperials), playing lead guitar and singing at Festi-
val Hall and various other dance halls. I remember 
playing for Footscray, then VFL, on their Sunday 
mornings, in the Teddy Whitten era. Ernie Sigley 
would also perform in those days. We even had a 
fan club! As you know I still love to play guitar and 
enjoy singalongs, anywhere, anytime, any excuse. 
 
I’ve always enjoyed playing sport and am very com-
petitive. From fishing with my father back in Italy and 
later in Australia, to playing competitive cricket, 
footy, water skiing, squash (a founding member 
competing for over 40 years at the Williamstown 
Squash Club where I met Val), and most recently for 
the past 21 years, playing pennant lawn bowls at the 
Dromana Bowls Club. 
 
I was first married in 1963 and have 3 happily mar-
ried children, a son and two daughters, all success-
fully living life. I have 6 now adult grandchildren and 
will be a Biz Nonno (great grandfather) to a little 
Great Granddaughter in November this year. We 
are very excited.  
 
In 1988 I returned to my village (with Val) for the first 
time since migrating. It was an emotional homecom-
ing. I proposed to Val at Maxim’s in Paris on our 
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way home, and we were married in Williamstown 
the following year. I was an active member of Pt. 
Gellibrand Rotary for many years, before in 2000, 
we happily moved to McCrae on the Mornington 
Peninsula, a great decision. Val and I both love to 
travel and have been fortunate to have shared 
many exciting travel adventures throughout Asia, 
Pacific and Europe, especially France and of course 
Italy, to visit family now living in Torino. 

My professional life began in 1957 at GMH, Fisher-
man’s Bend. Several career moves up the ladder 
were made over more than 50 years, all within my 
field of passion, Risk and Occupational Health and 
Safety, eventually as Corporate Risk Manager for 
Smorgons, running my own consultancy called 
Risknet and lecturing at Holmesglen TAFE as an 
additional role.  
 
Two highlights were being accepted into the Col-
lege of Fellows, being presented this honour at Ad-
miralty House, Kirribilli Sydney, by the then Gover-
nor General of Australia, Dame Quentin Bryce and 

being made a Life Member of the Safety Institute of 
Australia. 
 
I have enjoyed time on the U3A SP Committee, the 
Australia Day Dromana Committee, teaching U3A 
Conversational Italian for 11 years with Val, running 
gnocchi making classes, taking members foraging 
for wild weeds and mushrooms then cooking them 
together for lunch, enjoying vino and a singalong. 
It’s been fun and we both miss it. 
 
In June 2020 I had a bad fall while gardening and 
spent 96 days in hospital. I am happy to say I am 
still recovering well. Val and I are extremely grateful 
for the caring concern and friendship shown to us 
by U3A SP President Margaret Green and her com-
mittee and of course our wonderful friends made in 
our Italian class and the U3A-SP. What a special 
organisation we all belong to.  
 
Stay safe and well everyone. We look forward to 
seeing you again soon. 
 
Cari saluti a tutti voi… 
Cipriano (Cip) Michele Corva 

“Panorama from a moving car” photographed by Bob Thornhill using his mobile phone 

as an exercise for the Mobile Photography course (see page 5 for news article). 
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Do you have trouble getting to U3A and home again? 

Peninsula Transport Assist can help! 
 

Peninsula Transport Assist (PTA) is available to help you get to your 
appointments (including activities such as U3A) and take you home 
again.  

They have a website at www.peninsulatransportassist.org or telephone 
9708 8241.  The cheerful team in the PTA office would be happy to 
give you more information. 

PTA is a vehicle and volunteer sharing network.  It is a registered chari-
ty whose purpose is to help residents in the Frankston and Mornington 
Peninsula region access transport so they can enjoy a better quality of 
life.  Similarly, one of the aims of U3A is to help improve/maintain the 
quality of life of older residents. 

If you know someone who would love to join us at U3A but hasn’t, 
simply because they “can’t get there”, please let them know about this 
service. 
 

Jack Wheeler 

Our Travelling Secretary – Toni Waser 
 
It was the trip we had 
planned for 2020, but 
CoVid19 put paid to 
that, as it did to so 
many things.  
 
By April 2021 things 
were looking fairly 
safe so by May noth-
ing was going to hold 
us back. On May 3 
we locked the front 
door and headed 
north.  
 
By Canberra our van 
Debbie (so named for 

the 2016 cyclone Debbie, which she survived), al-
ways so reliable, was providing us with some major 
headaches. By Newcastle, when our fridge also 
stopped working, I was ready to pull up stumps and 
head back home to McCrae. Fortunately, by the 
time we left our friends in Newcastle we had solved 
all of these problems with fairly minimum expense 
and we pushed on.  
 
We are now at the end of week 10 and what a trip it 

has been! I could write for pages about so many 
aspects of our travels, but I only have a few para-
graphs so I’ll have to restrict myself to just a few of 
the many highlights.  
 
Like the cane burn we watched as we free camped 
at Home Hill in the Burdekin region between Bowen 
and Townsville. Or the voluptuous and topless 
glamour girl selling raffle tickets for a meat tray at 
5:45 pm on a Wednesday afternoon in a pub near 
Mackay. Or the young couple, who barely looked 
grown up themselves, travelling for a year in a car-
avan with three young children aged 5, 3 and 18 
months that we met at 
beautiful Araluen Falls 
in Finch Hatton Gorge. 
Or the platypus and 
turtles we watched 
swimming freely at 
Eungella National Park.  
 
Then there’s the young 
Dutch dairy farm man-
ager we met walking 
back from Araluen Falls 
who we kept running 
into. By Magnetic Is-
land we had befriended 
each other and he will 

http://www.peninsulatransportassist.org
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come and visit us at home some time. Or the se-
rene beauty of the beach at 1770, named for Cap-
tain James Cook who landed there that year.  
 
And let’s not forget all the wonderful friends we 
have stayed with along the way, seeing how they 
live in places vastly diverse from where we call 
home. It’s always very satisfying while travelling to 
stay with the locals. They can provide such a differ-
ent perspective than what is available when you 
arrive in a place where you know nobody.  
 
As I write, we have another night on Magnetic Is-
land, a wonder world on its own. Last night, with 
fellow campers Bruce and Trish from the Sunshine 
Coast we walked down to the local Men’s Shed 
where the locals were putting on a free community 
concert (BYO chair). They had asked Bruce to  join 
in and perform a few songs. What a night that was!   
 
Experiences like this are just not available to us un-
less we bite the bullet and get out! 
 

I am eternally grateful and indebted to Carmel 
Maniscalchi who very generously offered to stand in 
for me as Secretary of the U3A SP Committee of 
Management, allowing me the freedom to do this 
trip. Thanks, too, to Pat McConvill who agreed to 
take care of our newly formed Lighthouse Book 
Group in my absence.  
 
Toni Waser 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 

Your newsletter is published quarterly in February, 

May, August and November. 

Contributions to the Newsletter may be emailed to 

the Editor, newsletter@u3asouthpen.org.au.  Sub-

missions close on the 15th of the month prior to 

each publication. 

U3ASP EDITOR 

Sue Dixon 

 

 

CONTACT: 

Old Shire Offices: 359a Point Nepean Rd    

Dromana 3936 

PO Box 396 Dromana 3936 

Office Hours: 9.30am—1pm Tues & Thurs 

Ph: (03) 5981 8777 

Email: office@u3asouthpen.org.au 

Phone & email only monitored during office hours 

Member Inquiries: 

members@u3asouthpen.org.au 

Website: www.u3asouthpen.org.au 

Disclaimer: 

From time to time your Committee gives space in 

this Newsletter to community events or notices 

which it believes, in good faith, to be worthy of be-

ing brought to the attention of U3A members. 


