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FOREWORD

In 2019 we celebrate the 30th Anniversary of U3A Southern Peninsula (U3ASP).  It is a milestone well worth 
celebrating.  Over 30 years, so many courses and activities have been offered to our members by volunteer 
tutors/activity leaders, supported by volunteer office staff and committee members, that I believe we must 
have changed hundreds, or more likely thousands of lives for the better.

We know that many of our members have sought to spend their retirement years on our beautiful  
peninsula having uprooted themselves from Melbourne or beyond.  Naturally, they need to make new friends 
and continue to participate in activities that suit their interests and develop their skills. U3ASP has had a major 
impact on retired/semi-retired people in our region by providing social, recreational, creative, sporting and 
educational activities which provide further enjoyment and fulfillment in life after retirement.

We continue to celebrate each of our major anniversary milestones with a book to provide a showcase of our 
achievements and highlights since the last publication, and to remind our members of what has transpired and 
how we have progressed.  

For our 10th anniversary, our inaugural President, Jack Kane issued a one page document recollecting the birth 
of U3ASP.  Our first book was assembled, narrated and edited by Richard Cotter as a celebration of our 20th 
anniversary, with a compilation of entries from many tutors and members outlining their experiences and 
memories of our organisation. The 25th anniversary book, supervised and compiled by Jim Carr, was a show-
case of photographs and documents, celebrating the party for our Silver (25th) anniversary. 

This is the third of our anniversary books.  Written, designed and compiled by our Newsletter Editor,  
Andrea Osborne, this commemorative book celebrates the past five years and outlines the major events of that 
period.  U3ASP has continued to grow and flourish with a membership of around 800 members, thanks to the 
marvellous efforts of our volunteers who make up the committee of management, coordinate our indoor and 
outdoor activities, staff the office, provide catering for our special events and act as course/activity leaders.  
Without them, we wouldn’t exist. 

We greatly appreciate the assistance of the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council for providing the venues from 
which our activities are held, as well as the funding assistance we have received from the  shire, the Council of 
Adult, Community & Further Education, and the Bendigo Bank.

We hope you enjoy looking back over the last five years and we look forward to U3ASP, as part of the wider 
U3A Network, continuing to assist its members to “live, learn and enjoy” and providing a key role in delivering 
the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council’s Positive Ageing Strategy.

Lee Chapman 
2019 PRESIDENT 
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The title, U3A, with the inscription ‘University of the Third Age’ is 
somewhat a misnomer these days and can be misleading to the public 
who sometimes question us about what we do, who we represent,  
 and if we are academically/intellectually based. 

Our attendance at various public events (Australia Day on the Dromana 
foreshore, YMCA’s Get Active Festival at Camp Manyung) as well as 
our invitation to local, retired members of the public to attend our free 
Seniors Morning Tea, inevitably invites this question. 

University of the Third Age (U3A) began in Toulouse, France in 1973, 
started by Pierre Vellas, a professor of Political Economy.  He invited 
retired people to continue their education through classes, lectures, 
concerts and tours. 

The Third Age represents the age of retirement, the first age being 
childhood and the second being adulthood and working life.

The concept of U3A and the uptake by participants was successful 
beyond Vellas’s greatest expectations. Experts found that educational 
and intellectual challenges in older age led to significant benefits in 

many areas including the development of skills, self-reliance, self 
expression, contributions to society and psychologically healthier and 
happier ageing of the participants.

The organization spread to Britain but with a difference. The Brits 
offered a variety of learning activities and concentrated on develop-
ment of all sorts of skills, not just intellectual, but practical and creative 
as well.  The popularity of U3A soon spread throughout the world. 

In Australia, U3A began in Victoria and started in Melbourne and 
Hawthorn in 1984.

Today, we offer a whole range of activities to our local retired/ 
semi-retired population, certainly not just academic or intellectual.  
Whatever your hobbies or interests may be, you will find a group to 
cater for it, or if you don’t, you can start your own group. 

For further information, see the back of this book for our course list 
and venues or look up our website for further details:  
www.u3asouthpen.org.au.

ORIGINS OF U3A

Point King Portsea:   Derek Ross
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What a long way we have come and what an inspirational journey it has been!

It could be described as ‘evolutionary’, that U3ASP was born. It all began in 1989 
when a large group of southern peninsula residents wanted to join the newly 
founded Frankston U3A and discovered that there were enough of them to form 
their own new group in our locale.

A local interest meeting was held in Rosebud by Jan Bedford, President of 
Frankston U3A, which was attended by twelve people who agreed to form a 
steering committee to research premises, search for willing tutors and canvass  
prospective members.

This committee invited interested people who could help to join them.  
Very quickly, Jack Kane (our first President), organised volunteers willing to offer 
their expertise for getting things off the ground. 

Gordon Brennan designed the logo, Lloyd Jones accepted the role of  
Newsletter Editor and the Flinders Shire Council president, Rob Reilly provided us 
with the temporary use of the (old) shire offices in Dromana, as well as arranging 
a “seeding” grant of $500 from the Shire Council for ‘further education’.

A public meeting was held on May 30th 1989 after five hectic weeks of frenetic 
activity held in private homes and pubs. Well over 100 interested members 
of the public were addressed by the shire president, the Director of Further 
Education from Monash University and a U3A Frankston spokesman. It was 
announced that U3A Southern Peninsula was ready to start operation - but 
without money and accommodation!

The steering meeting was authorised to implement the regulatory and 
operational framework, all of which was completed within six months, in time 
for the first General Meeting to elect a Committee of Management.

ThE JOURNEy OF U3ASP:  
From Birth To Maturity
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Page 6 top:  Beleura House Gardens: Derek Ross 

Below:  Inaugural president Jack Kane

Page 7 top:  Watts Cottage Sorrento: Derek Ross 

Below:  U3ASP’s first tutor and newsletter editor:  
Lloyd Jones



A few days later, 75 members were enrolled and 14 courses were up 
and running. Our first office was run by Joan Peters, and 
temporarily established at Rosebud Community House before it 
moved to its home today, at the Old Shire Offices in Dromana.   
One week after the meeting, our first newsletter was published and 
by July 1989, membership had reached 133.

Progress was rapid from then on with the number of courses and 
members increasing constantly, and by 1995, membership peaked at 
810 with 85 courses run by 75 tutors.

It should be noted that many women, often behind the scenes, drove 
the early development and progress as they do to this day. 

Bobby Moorfield (Frankston U3A) convened the first exploratory 
meeting and liaised with Jack Kane in coordinating the steering 
committee.  Jill Jones, wife of Lloyd was our Vice Chairman; Marj 
Grimmer, our Treasurer; Shirley Barnes, Secretary; and the committee 
members were primarily women, including Jack Kane’s wife Josie.  
The office was of course, run and operated by women and many 
others became tutors.

It’s impossible to put an exact date in 1989 of the genesis of U3ASP, 
because it depends on your perspective as to whether it all began 
with the first local interest meeting on 18th April 1989; or the first 
public meeting set up by the steering committee to formally 
establish our new branch on 26th May; or six months later when the 
first general meeting was held after formal and legal establishment 
but without accommodation or funding; or, if you prefer, the day that 
the plan was finally put into action with the office running, tutors and 
members meeting for classes. 

The first class, ‘Music Appreciation’ was held by Lloyd Jones on 16th 
June, from his own home. Lloyd chose to retain this as the venue for 
all the many years that the group attended. 

Our temporary accommodation at Rosebud Community Centre began 
on this same date, but the venue proved unsatisfactory for a 
multitude of reasons including noise, conditions and inadequate space 
or availability of rooms. 

For the purposes of this book, we are going to start the journey at 
June 1989.
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Tucks Ridge Sunrise



Zooming into our little haven on the southern peninsula, there are 
several highlights.

In June, our President, Margaret Green attends the Interfaith Festival, 
a celebration of diversity, multiculturalism, multi-faith, and  
Indigenous history.  

The participants are enthralled with demonstrations of different 
prayers, and participate in music, dance, art, and film workshops  
as well as the fantastic multicultural food. 

The three regional U3A’s:  Mornington, Hastings and Southern  
Peninsula are presented with Order of Australia Regional Group  
Certificates recognising our work within the Community.

10 11

Tony Abbott is Prime Minister of Australia and Denis Napthine is 
Premier of Victoria. Barack Obama is President of the United States 
and David Cameron is Prime Minister of Britain.

News headlines at the time include:

• NOVEMBER:   Daniel Andrews is elected Premier of Victoria 
after the ALP wins the state election.

• DECEMBER:  Man Monis blockades the Lindt Café in Sydney. The 
siege ends the next day with the gunman and two hostages dead.

• APRIL:  Australian Bali Nine drug smugglers Andrew Chan and 
Myuran Sukumaran are executed by firing squad in Indonesia.

 A massive earthquake strikes Nepal killing thousands of people 
and levelling historic temples. 

• JUNE:  A London jury finds Australian entertainer, Rolf Harris, 
guilty of indecently assaulting four girls from 1968 to 1986. 

THE PAST FIVE YEARS: 2014 -2019 

We begin by looking back to 2014 after our Silver Anniversary book was published and 
we celebrated our 25th Anniversary with a luncheon at the Dromana Community Hall.

To remind ourselves of the times, let’s look at what was happening in Australia 
and the world at the time. 

JunE 2014 – JunE 2015

Above from left to right: Annie Benfield’s class:  Yoga for Wellbeing (Yin Yoga).

Bob Thornhill’s Film Buffs.

Rene Cornish, from our art group puts finishing touches to her painting.

Lynn Ibbotson encourages the ladies to enjoy her Belly Dancing course.



Ernie de Vlieger becomes our new newsletter editor working  
alongside graphic designer, Andrea Osborne who designs a new look 
for our newsletter layout including a new banner head.

‘Let’s Go’ excursions, inspired primarily by Di Bell, become part of our 
regular activities. These frequently involve coach trips to areas within  
or outside our region, including Melbourne, for events of special 
interest, be it a garden display, an exhibition at a gallery or museum, 
or a concert amongst other things. 

 

In liaison with U3A Hastings and Mornington we participate in a study 
group with the shire to explore the demographics of our area and 
our relevance to the shire’s health and Well Being paper.  Particular 
emphasis is placed on the importance of older members in our comm-
unity being able to reap the benefits of intellectual, cultural, social and 
physical activities.  Monthly meetings are arranged between all parties.

12 Photography Group B at Fingal Beach: Barry Mills

Later in the year, the committee adopts a “Code of Conduct” in line 
with policy directions from U3A Network Victoria.  The code expresses 
what our organisation considers are appropriate standards of conduct 
for all who are involved in the organization.

Our Publicity Officer, Kay Capper is successful in lodging a submission 
to the Rosebud branch of Bendigo Bank which generously agrees to 
sponsor the purchase of six iPads with a grant of $2,640. 

 
The bank acknowledges U3ASP as a significant organisation within our 
community. The committee is very grateful for this support and sends 
a letter of appreciation to the Bendigo Bank.

Our AGM is held on 30th March our and a new committee is elected.  
Di Bell becomes our new president (see page 55 for details of  
executive committee members 2014 – 2019).
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News headlines at the time include:

• SEPTEMBER:  Malcolm Turnbull wins the leadership 
ballot defeating Tony Abbott and becomes Liberal 
Party leader and 29th Prime Minister of Australia.

• NOVEMBER:  Coordinated attacks by Islamic State 
extremists leave 130 people dead in Paris.

• DECEMBER:  A South African court convicts disabled 
athlete Oscar Pistorius of murder over the death of his 
girlfriend. 

• JANUARY - JUNE 2016:  Singer/songwriter David Bowie 
dies of liver cancer at home in New York city, and in 
APRIL pop superstar Prince dies in Minnesota from an  
accidental drug overdose.  In JUNE, heavy-weight 
boxing champion Muhammad Ali dies after suffering 
illnesses resulting from Parkinsons disease. 

 Also in June, Britain votes to leave European Union 
(Brexit).  Prime Minister David Cameron resigns and is 
replaced by Theresa May as leader of the Conservatives.  

Meanwhile, back at U3ASP headquarters in Dromana, 
the news for the year is mainly good, and even exciting 
regarding our IT progress.

In December we announce the launch of our new website: 
www.u3asouthpen.org.au. 

Enthusiastic thanks are given to Kay Capper for her 
contribution to the design, as well as Ernie de Vlieger 
together with Dennis Wright for the IT development.   

Along with this, President Di Bell sets up a Facebook page for 
easy sharing of photos and posting of updates and messages. 

Not only that, but there’s more on the IT front!

SMMS (later to evolve into UMAS) becomes available from 
the first of December enabling members to pay annual fees 
by PayPal and check out course information and enrol in 
courses online. 

We have really moved into top gear on the technology front 
at this time.  The U3ASP committee, in consolidation with 
the shire council, feel that the need is paramount to assist 
members to transition into the world of the internet, email 
and smart phone technology so as to improve their lives in 
many different ways and prevent social isolation.

Dennis Wright and Ernie de Vlieger begin to train members 
and tutors on how to use SMMS.  

Di Bell, Rosalie Arnold and Office Manager, Faye Maddaford 
provide courses on how to use computers,  iPads, laptops and 
tablets. 

In October, Ernie resigns as editor of the newsletter due to 
the heavy demands of this new task, and our   layout designer, 
Andrea Osborne, takes over the position of Newsletter Editor.

At the end of March, our Annual General Meeting is held.

Di Bell resigns as President but becomes our Course  
Coordinator.  Bob Donaldson, as Vice President, becomes our 
acting president until June when Henry Bell, who was  
previously president at U3A Port Phillip, offers to take on the 
role of our president.

Unfortunately, Henry has to resign the position a few months 
later due to ill health.

JulY 2015 – JunE 2016

14 15McCrae Lighthouse:  Ernie de Vlieger Peninsula Hot Springs:   Derek Ross
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Happy Wanderers at Flinders Golf Course:  Ernie de Vlieger

Left to right:  

U3ASP offers various musical classes to members including learning/playing guitar 
and several singing groups.

Lorraine Dodd’s popular card playing ‘Bolivia’ group.

John Healy runs  a current affairs discussion group, ‘A Political Life’.

Many different language learning groups are available to our members who might want to travel 
overseas, but Australian English Language class, run by Viv Maughan, caters for migrants in our region. 
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Portsea back beach:  Derek Ross  Sorrento back beach:  Derek Ross



One of the most exciting facets of membership with U3ASP, 
is that it gives our members the opportunity to travel with their 
group of interest to many locations outside our region for special 
events, some of which they would never explore on their own.

Locations may be occasionally overseas, interstate, Melbourne 
city, or to more distant regions of Victoria. Some of the events 
are for special displays/exhibitions/sporting events, and others 
are to just get out there and see some spectacular places.

Activities, such as walking, golf, cycling, photography and Let’s 
Go excursions, lead our members to places within and beyond 
our region that many newcomers to the peninsula are totally 
unaware of until they join one of these groups.

Our U3ASP committee and activity leaders recognise the issues 
that limit active participation for many older members in our 
community, such as mobility, disability and isolation issues, 
and we do our best to provide transport options to those who 
need them.  Often coach trips or car sharing arrangements are 
organised for city or long distance excursions.

As an active contributor to the Mornington Peninsula Shire’s 
Positive Ageing Strategy, U3ASP’s committee members are always 
looking for more ways to be a major player in assisting older  
residents to get more out of their life in retirement.

These six pages feature photos of some of our groups’ trips and 
excursions to areas less known in our region, as well as much 
further beyond.
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EXPLORING OUR REGION AND BEyOND

Top to bottom, left to right:

Members enjoying the Dressmaker Exhibition at beautiful Barwon 
Park in June 2016.

Historic Bendigo: Ernie de Vlieger’s Photography group in  
April 2018.  Photo: Ian Paterson

In 2014, 24 members and friends of U3ASP’s Golf group embarked 
on the Dawn Princess and proceeded to wine, dine and dance 
their way across the Tasman having arranged to play golf at each 
port where the ship berthed in New Zealand.

Photography group at Ballarat in October 2016. 
Ernie de Vlieger captures the spectacular light show.
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Top to bottom, left to right:

Ten enthusiastic U3ASP cyclists commenced a three day cycling adventure  
exploring Phillip Island and the track from Kilcunda to Wonthaggi during 
March 2016.

Jim Carr’s Photography Group visits Abbotsford Convent for a photo shoot:  
Photo Ian Paterson.

Photography Group at Ringers Reef:  Photo Ernie de Vlieger.

Sailing training on Port Phillip Bay in March 2017.
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Left to right:

Autumn Mist: Photography group A take a four day trip to Bright in May 2017.  Photo: Bette Pearson.

Let’s Go excursion to Panorama Estate in April 2018.  Photo: Sue Dixon.

Lorraine Dodd’s card game group, Bolivia, take time out to visit Queenscliff during Seniors Week in 2018.    



Rosebud Pier at Night:  Ernie de Vlieger

26 27

JulY 2016 – JunE 2017

News headlines at the time include:

• JULY:  The 2016 Australian federal election results in a hung 
parliament and minority government for the coalition. 

• NOVEMBER:  Donald Trump has a surprising win against Hillary 
Clinton in the U.S. presidential election after a bitter campaign.

• JANUARY:  Six people are killed and over 30 injured when James 
Gargasoulas drives a car into pedestrians in Bourke Street 
Melbourne.

• FEBRUARY:  Five people die as a result of Victoria’s worst civil 
aviation accident in 30 years, after a plane crashes into a  
shopping centre near Melbourne’s Essendon Airport.

• MARCH:  Cyclone Debbie makes landfall between Airlie Beach and 
Bowen in north Queensland. Power outages affect over 140,000 
properties and flash flooding causes 23,000 people to evacuate 
from southern Queensland to northern New South Wales.

• MAY:  A suicide bomber attacks Ariana Grande concert in 
Manchester, England, killing 22 people and injuring 59.

• JUNE:  An Islamic inspired terrorist attack takes place on 
London Bridge and Borough market.  Eight people are killed and 
48 injured including several Australians.

 Also in London, a giant blaze engulfs the 24-storey Grenfell unit 
block killing 12 people.

Fortunately, in our little enclave on the Mornington Peninsula, the 
news is mainly good!

In October our committee makes an exciting announcement regarding 
our course/activity leaders.  In order to encourage and reward these 
dedicated volunteers, they are to be granted free membership for the 
year from 2017!

Our photography group led and organised by Jim Carr, coordinates a 
public photography exhibition showcasing the very talented  
photographers within this group.  

It commences on 25th November and continues throughout 
December and January.  Most of the images highlight the Mornington 
Peninsula and the creative pursuits offered by U3ASP. 

The exhibition is rotated fortnightly between four local cafes:  
The Laneway (Dromana), Blue Mini, The Corner (Rosebud), and 
Captains (Rye).

Cape Schanck Boardwalk:  Derek Ross



On 26th January 2017, and for the first time for U3ASP, we set up a stall on the Dromana 
foreshore for the shire’s Australia Day event. The success of this ensures that it becomes 
an annual event for our organisation.  

It generates many enquiries and much interest in joining, especially from retired  
sea-changers and we anticipate it will result in greater recruitment of new members and 
hopefully new courses.

Our AGM is held in March resulting in several major changes to our committee. 

Bob Donaldson is elected as President and Lee Chapman as Vice President and David 
Mott becomes our new Secretary.  Our office manager, Anny Oh-Williams becomes 
our Course Coordinator, taking over from Di Bell who resigns from the committee, and 
Cheryl Trevascus accepts Anny’s previous role as our office manager.

In June, we regretfully announce the death of our founding father, Jack Kane.  After 
incorporation, Jack was our first President and served again as President in 1995.  He 
was a man of many hats and a course leader over many years. 

It was said that U3ASP was Jack’s baby, and he was proud to deliver a speech at the 
celebration of our 25th anniversary in 2014.  
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U3ASP’s stall at Dromana Beach on Australia Day 2017:  Kay Capper
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Unfortunately, the news headlines of this time are mainly bad,  
especially in the US, but there are some highlights:

• OCTOBER:  Bombshell reports reveal that film mogul  
Harvey Weinstein sexually harassed/assaulted many women in 
Hollywood which leads to a social media explosion of personal 
stories from other victims which become known as  #MeToo.

 Also in the U.S., a gunman kills 59 people and injures 500 other 
concert-goers in Las Vegas.  Then in NOVEMBER, another 
shooter open fires on parishioners at a church in rural Texas, 
killing 26 and injuring 19 others.

• DECEMBER:  The Parliament of Australia passes the Marriage 
Amendment Act, after a large majority vote to legalise same 
sex marriage in Australia.

• FEBRUARY:  News Corp reveals that Barnaby Joyce is expecting 
a baby with an ex-staffer, following the break-up of his marriage.  

 After pressure from government, Joyce announces he will stand 
down as leader of the National Party and Deputy Prime Minister. 

• MARCH:  A state of disaster is declared in Queensland after 
major flooding between Cairns and Townsville.

• MAY:  A family of seven people are found shot dead at a home 
near Margaret River, W.A. after a murder-suicide.

 The wedding of the year takes place at Windsor Castle when 
Prince Harry and Meghan Markle marry on 19th May.

Zooming back to our region, there are new events and several changes 
taking place over the year, of a somewhat less dramatic nature.

In July, Vice President, Lee Chapman announces that with the help of 
the committee, he is preparing a three to five year Strategic Planning 
document to ensure that with the growth in membership (in the order 
of approximately 10% annually), we are able to predict and manage 
our course, accommodation and tutor needs.

In October, four of our committee members attend the first (free)  
Get Active Festival at Camp Manyung, organised by the YMCA.   
Twelve community organisations, including U3ASP are represented, 
each holding a stall in the Recreational Hall. 

The event is funded by the shire and the state government, and is a 
great success ensuring that it will become a regular annual event. A 
couple of hundred people peruse the stalls and participate in outdoor 
activities and there is plenty of interest in our display. 

Unfortunately, our President, Bob Donaldson, resigns due to health 
issues.  This news is followed by the announcement in late October 
that our Course Co-ordinator, Anny Oh-Williams and her husband, 
David Williams, our Graphics and Publicity Officer, have fallen in love 
with Queensland and are moving there within a month.  This leaves a 
large gap in our committee and a great loss of experience.  

JulY 2017 – JunE 2018

Beach boxes Dromana:  Ernie de Vlieger



Fortunately, committee member Rosalie Arnold bravely accepts the 
challenge of becoming Course Co-ordinator, and our Newsletter 
Editor, Andrea Osborne steps into the role of Graphics and Publicity 
Officer.  We are without a president however, a major role that 
governs the smooth and effective running of our organisation.

Also in October, we hold our first Seniors Morning Tea in the Dromana 
Community Hall, open to the public as a special, free event during 
Seniors Week.  The event is widely advertised via flyers as well as a 
radio interview on FM98.7 and in the Seniors newsletter. 

The committee organises our Singing for Fun Group to provide a  
fun-filled singing session. 

Our photography and art groups organise a wonderful exhibition of 
our members’ work and our catering team provide a delicious morning 
tea which is enjoyed by all.  The success of the event ensures it will be 
another of our perpetual annual celebrations.

Our committee sources a low cost Accident Insurance Policy which Left and below:  Seniors Morning Tea: Yanni@SmugMug
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Our committee sources a low cost Accident Insurance Policy which 
will cover all members whilst travelling to, attending, and travelling 
home from organised U3ASP activities.

With the help of our treasurer, Bill O’Halloran, along with Grants 
officer Anne Bates, Glenys Layton of our cycling team successfully 
applies for a grant from the Bendigo Bank for providing specially 
designed U3ASP jerseys for the team. Group members design a jersey 
that is brightly coloured and visible to all other road users. 

In November, the first Scamwatch segment appears in our newsletter 
to inform members of a range of dangers we face through internet, 
email, phone and door-to-door fraudsters.  Tips are included on how 
to avoid being a victim.

We also introduce our first Featured Member segment for each issue.
Faye Maddaford is chosen to tell her life story and share her 
experiences of U3ASP as a former Office Manager, and current tutor 
as well as an office and catering volunteer.

On Australia Day it is announced that our recently retired U3A 
Network Victoria President, Elsie Mutton, has received the Order of 
Australia medal for her service to education.

Elsie has worked endlessly for U3A in leading roles dating back to 1998 
and has held many other honourable positions in Victoria and the local 
Whitehorse community, including her work for vulnerable children for 
which she was recognised by the Victorian Government.

In February 2018, our committee decides that our newsletter will be 
published quarterly in late January, April, August and late November.

Many more copies will be printed so they can be distributed to 
local retirement villages, Mornington and Rosebud libraries and 
council offices.  We hope to boost membership and raise public  
awareness of our role in the community as well as publicising the 
diverse range of activities that we provide.
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Bridgewater Bay:  Jeff Nankervis



In April, the committee is delighted to announce that our graphics and publicity 
officer, Andrea Osborne has managed to achieve an article in the April 10th edition of 
the Southern Peninsula Leader newspaper featuring Barry Mill’s photo of the  
Meanderers walking group at Portsea .. .and that’s not the only great news!

We learn that a couple of our members have decided to get married! 
Shirley Ulmer and Michael Metherell both have a love of long walks and this brought 
them together through our Happy Wanderers group.  They have both participated in 
some extraordinary marathon walking challenges in Australia and overseas and also 
both participate in our yoga group.

When our office manager, Cheryl Trevascus caught wind of the upcoming wedding, 
she contacted our publicity officer, Andrea Osborne, who in turn contacted the  
Mornington Peninsula/Southern Peninsula News team, and this resulted in a front 
page picture and interview with the happy couple in the paper on 6th June! 

Shirley and Michael’s wedding took place on 23rd June at the Sorrento Historic 
Gardens and they invited the entire Happy Wanderers group to share the  
experience with them. The group formed an Avenue of Honour for them to walk 
through following the ceremony.
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Photo:  Ernie de Vlieger



The April 10th 2018 edition of the Southern Peninsula Leader newspaper featured this photo of 
the Meanderers walking group at Portsea taken by Photography Group B leader,  Barry Mills.

38 39



A big year for news, particularly in Australia.  Headlines for the  
year include:

• JULY:  Twelve boys and their football coach are trapped in a 
flooded cave in Thailand. All are rescued after more than two 
weeks, although their rescue came at a cost after one diver/
rescuer dies.

• AUGUST:  The Liberal Party has a leadership spill resulting 
in  Malcolm Turnbull being replaced as party leader by Scott 
Morrison who becomes the 30th Prime Minister of Australia.  

• NOVEMBER:  The Victorian election results in a Labor landslide.

• JANUARY:  Tasmania is ravaged by 21 bushfires causing mass 
destruction of communities and forest throughout the state.

• FEBRUARY:  Four people are killed and over a thousand people 
are evacuated from homes in Townsville as flooding peaks. 

• News is released that Cardinal George Pell had been convicted in 
December of sexually abusing two choirboys in 1996.

• MARCH : Shooting deaths of 51 Muslim worshippers at mosques 
in Christchurch, N.Z., are committed by an Australian ex-pat. 

• MAY:  A federal election is held with the surprising result that 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison is returned to power with an 
increased majority.

 Theresa May resigns as PM after all her attempts at Brexit  
negotiations fail.  

• JUNE:  Four men are killed and a woman is injured after a 
gunman goes on a shooting spree in Darwin, Northern Territory.

 Australian Ashleigh Barty is ranked top women’s tennis  
champion after winning the French Open tournament, just in time 
for Wimbledon. 

JulY 2018 – JunE 2019
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Point Nepean Quarantine Station:  Derek Ross
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Montalto winery:  Marg de Jong, Photography group A

Back at home on the peninsula, our long-enduring Treasurer, 
Bill O’Halloran and his wife Madelene, a dedicated office 
volunteer, announced that they are leaving us to reside in 
Ballarat. They have both made great contributions to our 
organisation over many years so we were very sorry to lose 
them.  Fortunately, Jim Dunn has offered to take over the 
position of treasurer. 

When Lloyd Jones departed this world on October 31, U3ASP 
lost a founding member and one who was probably the 
longest serving tutor in our 30 year history. There must be 
dozens, if not hundreds of members who enjoyed Lloyd’s 
leadership in his Music Appreciation group which started 
at U3ASP’s conception, and continued until March of this year.

Back at home on the peninsula, our long-enduring Treasurer, 
Bill O’Halloran and his wife Madelene, a dedicated office 
volunteer, announce that they are leaving us to reside in 
Ballarat. They have both made great contributions to our 
organisation over many years so we are very sorry to lose 
them.  Fortunately, Jim Dunn has offered to take over the 
position of treasurer. 

When Lloyd Jones departed this world on October 31, U3ASP 
lost a founding member and one who was probably the 
longest serving tutor in our 30 year history. There must be 
dozens, if not hundreds of members who enjoyed Lloyd’s 
leadership in his Music Appreciation group which started 
at U3ASP’s conception, and continued until March of this year.



On October 16th we host a fabulous free Seniors Morning Tea at the 
Dromana Community hall. It is our best ever, with over seventy people 
attending including non-members. 

All revelled in the spontaneous party atmosphere to celebrate Seniors 
Week.  As a result, we attracted several new members who wanted to 
join up on the day!

Our catering volunteers tempt everyone with their usual culinary 
delights.  Entertainment is provided by Martie Lowenstein-Nash’s  
U3A singers, and guitar players are led by Peter Rae.  
All this festivity prompts guests to get up and dance.

Then there was an impromptu puppet dance led by Veronica Rae, 
which brought more guests to the stage to join in the fun.

An exhibition of paintings from our art and photography groups, as 
well as a display of Jude Bell’s crochet group, was just stunning.

To top it all off, our new Publicity Officer, Lorraine Fyall, scored a coup 
by arranging an editorial on the event with the Southern Peninsula 
News which you may have seen in your local paper. 

Photos:  Jim Carr
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After classes finish at the end of each year, we offer a celebratory 
free luncheon to thank our volunteers for all the time and effort 
they put into our organisation. For the last couple of years, these 
have taken place at the Safety Beach Yacht Club. 

2018 ends with a bang for this celebration with our volunteers 
enjoying good food, company and music. We appreciate the 
attendance of several of our shire representatives at this event, as 
well as at our AGM.

Australia Day 2019 is a good day for all, attracting the crowds for the 
celebrations on the Dromana foreshore. These included live music 
(that even induced some of our representatives to shake their 
booty!), the flag-raising ceremony, a speech by former TV weather 
presenter Rob Gell on the issue of loss of our native wildlife, kids 
entertainment, food stalls and, of course, stalls representing 
various commercial and local organisations including U3ASP. 

At our March AGM, all executive committee members are re-elected 
but some of the roles change. Lee Chapman becomes our president, 
and former president, Bob Donaldson takes over Lee’s former  
position as vice president.

Our new president, Lee Chapman, along with our secretary David 
Mott are very proactive on behalf of U3ASP, attending many  
meetings including an “Ageing Well” forum hosted by our local 
federal member Greg Hunt. 

Lee took the opportunity to speak at the function and later spoke to 
Greg Hunt about the need for Federal funding to our shire for  
community groups. He has also engaged in talks with both the Mayor 
and new state MP, Chris Brayne, about our accommodation needs.

Well done to Lee on our behalf by interacting with all levels of  
government to achieve important outcomes for seniors in our  
community.

In mid May, Room 8 is flooded due to a roof leak which leads to 
scheduled classes having to temporarily relocate to other premises. 
Some of those that go to Stella’s Dromana hotel, choose to remain 
at this new location. The shire repairs the roof leak quickly but 
drying out the room and replacement of the smelly carpets takes 
time. By mid June, the room is ready for resumption of activities.

Top left:  Volunteers luncheon December 2018, from left to right: 
Office manager, Cheryl Trevascus, MP shire councellor, Antonella Celi,  
former committee member, office volunteer and grants officer, Anne Bates 
and 2019 president, Lee Chapman. 
Photo: Barry Mills

The rest: Australia Day 2019 celebrations on Dromana foreshore: 
Photos: Jim Carr and Rosie Apakian (featured bottom left).
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Main Ridge Dairy:  Derek RossMornington Railway:  Derek Ross
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In this rapidly progressive world, the use of internet technology is becoming both a 
necessity and a challenge for older Australians. We are fully involved in developing and 
implementing programs and courses to assist our members so that they can enjoy the 
benefits that this new era has introduced. We have focused on providing IT classes to 
educate those who want to learn and understand how to use this technology, and avoid 
the pitfalls that inevitably frighten or intimidate new participants if they don’t have 
backup support.

Communications in all areas will rapidly progress with the capabilities the World Wide 
Web offers us. For this reason, amongst others, our committee has implemented a three 
to five-year plan which details our vision for the future and what we must do to keep up 
with the changes in technology. We are already setting up ZOOM, an app which will allow 
those with mobility issues or living in more remote regions, to interact with tutors and 
other participants in real time and over the internet in a virtual classroom.

Distance Learning is an internet based concept, offering courses to members online, and 
providing an interactive experience in a real time webcam environment. Whilst it sounds 
complicated, it is not, and is currently working very successfully for two other U3A’s.  
Mornington and U3ASP agreed to work cooperatively on this project and the MPSC has 
given U3ASP a grant to assist in the establishment of it, as it fits very well with their aims 
to promote connectivity amongst the ageing community. 

We are maintaining our membership numbers with a steady rate of around 800. With 
these members added to the U3A members at Mornington and Hastings, there is a total 
membership of over 2,000 U3A members on the Mornington Peninsula.

As such, the U3A movement is a key element in the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council’s 
“Positive Ageing Strategy” and we have a representative on that committee.

Finding accommodation for all the courses requiring rooms is a significant challenge, and 
whilst we have gained access to some new venues, more are needed.

With a dedicated and focused committee, volunteer tutors/activity leaders, office staff 
and other helpers,  and if we continue to maintain the very good relationship we have 
with the shire, we can achieve these and meet our vision for a bright future.

LOOKING TO ThE FUTURE

Some of our IT enthusiasts:  Barry Mills50 51



Heronswood Gardens
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ExEcuTIVE commITTEE mEmbERS 2014 - 2019

2014 - 2015 

President:  Margaret Green 
(pictured)

Vice President:  Doug Tanner

Secretary:  Sue Dixon

Treasurer:  Bill O’Halloran

2015 - 2016 

President:  Di Bell (pictured)

Vice President:  Bob Donaldson

Secretary:  Sue Dixon

Treasurer:  Bill O’Halloran

2016 - 2017 

President:  Henry Bell (part year)

Vice President:  Bob Donaldson

Secretary:  Sue Dixon (pictured)

Treasurer:  Bill O’Halloran 

2017 - 2018

President:  Bob Donaldson 
(part year, pictured)

Vice President:  Lee Chapman

Secretary:  David Mott

Treasurer:  Bill O’Halloran

2018 - 2019

President:  Vacant

Vice President:  Lee Chapman

Secretary:  David Mott 
(pictured)

Treasurers:  Bill O’Halloran 
Jim Dunn (both part year) 

2019

President:  Lee Chapman 
(pictured)

Vice President:  Bob Donaldson

Secretary:  David Mott

Treasurer:   Jim Dunn  

Rick Hayllars “Lycra lads” cycling group at Frankston.  Photo:  Warwick Spinaze 
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Art 5

Cooking 1

Craft 2

Let’s Go Events 5

Discussion Groups 12

Film Buffs 1

Games 15

Golf 4

Health and Wellbeing 5

Health & Physical Exercise 15

History 5

U3ASP 2019 COURSES, ACTIvITIES & vENUES

Briars Homestead Mt Martha 3

Bay Views Golf Course 2

Community Hall Dromana 14

Dromana Tennis Club 1

Mt Martha Golf Club 2

Main Ridge Community Hall 1

Mt Martha House 4

Old Shire Offices Dromana 71

Private Homes 8

Rosebud Community & Band Hall 3

Rosebud Retirement Village 1

Rye Seniors Hall 3

Sea Winds Community Hub 2

Southern Peninsula Uniting Church 2

St Katherine’s Anglican Church 4

Tootgarook Community Hall 1

Village Glen Retirement Village 2
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David Mott’s Meanderers group at Mt Martha Nature Reserve

56  

(Number of groups by category  *) (Number of groups at each venue *)

*  Data supplied as at March 2019 by Course Coordinator Rosalie Arnold

iPad/Computer/Tablet 5

Languages 14

Literature 9

Mobile Phones 5

Music 17

Outdoor Sport 6

Photography 10

Recreation & Social 3

Science 2

Walking 6


